Sherree
Valentine Daines
new
releases

Artist
interviews

unseen
photos

HOME

and family

Celebrating 35 years as the nation’s foremost Modern Impressionist

Welcome
…to this celebration
of the life and work of
the UK’s foremost
modern impressionist
Sherree Valentine Daines.
Sherree has been at the forefront of British
art for 35 years – a truly remarkable
achievement. In these pages we look behind
the scenes and find out what life is like for
this amazing lady who has successfully
juggled a fabulously successful career
with the responsibilities attendant on four
children, a beautiful old house, a strong
social conscience and the demands of
family and friends…to say nothing of a
series of large and unruly dogs.
Sherree is overwhelmed with invitations to
appear on television and in public, and on
her travels meets a lot of people and gets
asked a great many questions. She says:

“This beautiful magazine is my
way of trying to answer some of
those questions for you. It’s been a
memorable few years and there’s
plenty to say, but it’s not just me doing
the talking… You’ll also hear from my
lovely husband and children, and, I’m
delighted to say, even some collectors.
I hope you find something in these
pages to enjoy and I look forward to
meeting you at future events”.
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Lasting Impressions
Sherree’s new collection has captured the heart of
the nation.

A Walk on the Wild Side

A day at the races
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Ascot is a family tradition
for the Rowbothams,
which began when
Sherree herself was a girl.

Sherree spends an evening with legendary actress
and conservationist Virginia McKenna and the Born
Free Foundation.

Britain’s Got Talent
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Update
All the latest news from an artist’s busy life.

…and Sherree’s family
have more than their fair
share of it!

At home with sherree

40

Sherree gives us a whistle stop tour around her
enchanting 18th century home.
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Way out West
Devon and Cornwall have meant a huge amount to
Sherree over the years. Here she explains why.

‘Artist to the Stars’

Vision of Beauty
While we are all familiar with Sherree’s society
scenes and childhood tableaux, her less wellknown female figures are utterly captivating.
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When the great and the good want their portraits
painted, Sherree has become their go-to girl.

The Ten Minute Interview

A passion for sport

A quick guide to Sherree’s favourite people, places
and things.

Forming a good impression

30
A Night with the Stars

What makes Sherree’s work so special? We asked a
new collector who received one of Sherree’s paintings
as a surprise gift from her husband.
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Outdoor Girl
She may be a modern
impressionist but Sherree still
respects the historic practise of
painting en plein air.

50

From freezing afternoons on the
school touchline to Centre Court
Wimbledon, sport has always
been important to Sherree.
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A brief personal insight into Sherree’s creative process.

Afternoon Tea (with Champagne)

48

Rapid fire questions for our favourite artist
reveal an interest in history and a surprising
youthful ambition…
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Top ten
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Sherree spends an evening with a host of
celebrities in one of the country’s most beautiful
stately homes.

Frozen

54

Every year Sherree takes to the slopes and we wonder
if we’ll see a snow scene in the next collection!
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Lasting
IMPRESSIONS

the new collection
Over the last 35 years Sherree has been
variously described as ‘the face of modern
British impressionism’, ‘the artist to the stars’
(Daily Express) and ‘the finest figurative artist
we have here in the UK’ (Art of England).
Her exquisite paintings have been exhibited at such prestigious venues as
the Tate Gallery, the Barbican, the New English Art Club and the Lord’s
Museum and her unquestionable virtuosity has made her a favourite with
many celebrity collectors including members of the British Royal Family
and former Prime Minister Sir John Major. She is both the critic’s choice
and the people’s choice, winning high profile awards, frequently featured on
television, and regularly commissioned to paint portraits of the great and
the good, including most recently, Sebastian Coe (Lord Coe). So when she
chooses to release a new collection, everybody sits up and takes notice.
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on the jetty
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Inspecting the Catch
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This beautiful new collection represents a
significant milestone in Sherree’s long and
successful career. It is 35 years since she made
the leap of faith into the rarified world of the fine
artist, and ‘Lasting Impressions’ confirms that
she remains one of our finest artists. Despite the
ever-changing demands of artistic fashion and
a fickle contemporary art market, she has never
compromised in her artistic aims and values, and
as a result has achieved a formidable, and well
deserved, status in the art world.
Evoking a variety of perfect summer days, Sherree
contrasts the style and sophistication of the
social scene with gently affectionate portrayals of
childhood innocence. These are two very different
worlds, but this versatile artist proves herself
equally at home in both. She has a rare ability to
conjure an air of lazy hedonism and effortlessly
draw us into each beautifully evoked golden
moment. Her expert handling of contrasting colours
and textures creates an authenticity that generates
unrivalled intimacy between viewer and subject.

Sherree’s expert handling of contrasting
colours and textures creates an authenticity
that generates unrivalled intimacy
between viewer and subject. Her painterly,
impressionistic style matched with such
beguiling subject matter renders each
individual image timeless. She captures the
essence of a moment and conveys every
nuance of an atmosphere by combining hues
on the canvas or stroking on adjacent colours
to let the viewer’s eye absorb and blend the
image. In this way the audience becomes a
participant in the creative experience, and
together artist and viewer discover a subtle
sense of movement, vibration and vitality.

Playing on the Rocks

children playing on the beach are
“These
following in the footsteps of countless generations.

“
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Summer Daisy Chain

The exquisite backdrop
of scarlet poppies and the
two children who seem
to blend into the scene
demonstrates once again
the stylistic maturity of a
major artistic presence at
the height of her powers.

This extraordinary collection,
celebrating 35 memorable years
looks set to become some of the
most highly-prized and sought
after work of the decade. We
are delighted to announce that
Sherree will be making a series of
personal appearances in selected
galleries across the UK in order to
meet collectors and introduce this
significant new collection.

These events represent a rare
opportunity to meet Sherree and to
view some fabulous artwork that she
has created exclusively for guests on
these occasions.
Visit www.sherreevalentinedaines.com
for tour dates and location.

This exclusive pair of
pure bronze sculptures is
available through selected
galleries across the UK or
on Sherree’s website.

Paintings shown on opposite page : Bluebell Walk and Walking to the Beach
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Collectable editions
& original paintings
ava i l a b l e t h r o u g h w h i t e w a l l g a l l e r i e s n at i o n w i d e
w w w.w h i t e w a l l g a l l e r i e s . c o m
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / w h i t e w a l l g a l l e r i e s | w w w. t w i t t e r . c o m / w w g a l l e r i e s
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Walk
Wild Side
A

on the

Sherree recently ventured into pastures new when she
joined legendary actress and conservationist Virginia
McKenna OBE for an auction of wildlife-inspired art,
raising over £25,000 for the Born Free Foundation.
The BFF is an international wildlife charity
which Virginia founded with late husband
Bill Travers, and their son Will, 30 years ago.
Sherree was invited to attend this exciting event
and asked to create a painting live on the night
to be the final item in an auction of celebrity
artwork.Having never attempted a wildlife
painting before, Sherree set about her task
with gusto and entranced a host of celebrity
guests by creating a mesmerising portrait of
a tiger which was then auctioned at the end of
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the night. Born Free Foundation spokesperson
Helen Usher said: “Internationally acclaimed
impressionist artist, Sherree Valentine Daines,
stunned guests by painting her auction lot
live on the night. Sherree, who specialises
in society scenes and portraits, and who had
never before painted a wild animal, created a
breath-taking image of a wild tiger in less than
an hour, as the audience looked on enthralled.
The piece was then sold, raising over £10,000
for the charity’s vital conservation work.”

©BFF

Held at the prestigious Clarendon Fine Art Gallery,
Mayfair, the guest list featured a host of celebrities
including many of the big names who had created
artwork for the event, including: comedian Jim Moir (Vic
Reeves) and wife, model Nancy Sorrell; TV personality
Anneka Rice; presenter Wendy Turner-Webster; and
artists Josie Russell, Pollyanna Pickering; Lauren St
John, Nicky Phillipps and Arabella Ross. Other guests
included designer Elizabeth Emanuel and rapper XL.
Flog It favourite, James Lewis, took charge of the
gavel, as bidders jostled to secure the stunning
original works, including a large abstract painting by
Hollywood actor Billy Zane, and a beautiful image of the
legendary George Adamson - the real-life ‘Lion Man’
whose experiences inspired the classic film Born Free
– depicted with YouTube sensation Christian the lion,
created especially by celebrated lyricist and talented
artist, Bernie Taupin.
Follwing the event, Virginia McKenna said: “Surrounded
by old friends, new friends and beautiful and original
artworks of wildlife, the evening at the Clarendon
Gallery was one to treasure. James Lewis conducted
the auction in his inimitable and irresistible way, and
Sherree Valentine-Daines painted a tiger (her first of a
wild animal) in front of us, completing it in time to be
the final auction item! So, an amazing evening for wild
animals and humans alike.”

The Born Free Foundation is a dynamic
international wildlife charity, founded in 1984
by the actors Bill Travers MBE and Virginia
McKenna OBE, stars of the iconic film Born
Free, and their son, Will Travers OBE, the
charity’s President. Born Free takes action
worldwide to save lives, stop suffering and
protect species in the wild.

To find out more please visit
www.bornfree.org.uk.
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In a family of six how many
individuals would you expect
to shine? One? Maybe. Two?
Unlikely. Three? Impossible!
Well think again, because
we’d like to invite you to meet
the Rowbothams – a family of
six where talent is a given and
creativity is simply a part of
day to day life.
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When Sherree was growing up, it seemed that
everyone in her direct family had some kind of
artistic talent from her artist mother to her sculptor
and stonemason father to herself and her sisters, all
stars of the art room at school.
Not unnaturally, she herself married major British
artist Mark Rowbotham and their four extraordinary
children have grown up to be talented painters,
photographers, sculptors and musicians. The artistic
setting in which Sherree grew up influenced the
whole path of her life, and seemingly, history is
repeating itself.

“American cartoonist Scott Adams famously
commented that creativity is about allowing yourself
to make mistakes and art is knowing which ones to
keep. Mark and I have always believed in this and
encouraged the children to go for it and try things out
in life. It just makes everything more exciting, more
fun, and fills your life with possibilities.” says Sherree.
With this attitude she and her husband have
certainly not raised shrinking violets, and their
oldest daughter Lettice wowed the nation with her
violin playing and singing and had us all in stitches
when she won a hotly competed place in the final of
‘Britain’s Got Talent’. Her sister Felicity, although
still at school is also a promising violinist, so we
await her next steps with anticipation!
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Charlie, the oldest of the Rowbotham
clan, has become a major artistic figure
in his own right, with a distinctive style
which combines loose impressionism
with an almost cinematic narrative
and atmosphere. His work has been
exhibited to great acclaim in Mayfair
and across the UK.

Mark and Sherree met
as art students and
married soon afterwards
and have been inspiring
one another ever since!
Mark’s expressive images exude atmosphere
through his use of texture and deep,
rich colours. A regular exhibitor at the
Mall Galleries in London, he also enjoys
phenomenal success throughout the world and
cites Jeffrey Archer and Bamber Gascgoine
among his celebrity collectors. In 1993 Mark
was awarded the coveted Patterson Award
presented by the Royal Pastel Society of which
he is a member, and he has since been invited
to join the prestigious Royal Water-Colour
Society and the Royal Oil Institute.
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Bunty grew up modelling for her parents’
paintings, often wearing fashions from
different historical periods. She loved
to watch them paint and realised early
on how clothing styles can influence the
mood of a portrait.
Since then she has been very interested in how art and
fashion, figure and design influence each other, and
to this end she studied Fashion Design at Brick Lane.
Bunty is currently working on a stunning series of
figurative sculpture in wire and gold leaf.

“I try to observe objects
in a creative and
artistic light. My parents
taught me that there is
beauty in everything.”
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An investment piece.

see it...love it...own it...
Sherree’s beautiful paintings reflect her outstanding status as one of the most formidable artists of
her generation. As such they offer a wonderful opportunity to acquire a work of art which is both a
financial and, more importantly, emotional investment.

For as little as £50 per month you can acquire a fabulous piece of art.
Build your contemporary art collection with artinvestor.
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Way
out
west
18

T

he first Summer
after she graduated
from art college,
Sherree moved down
to Cornwall, eager
to immerse herself
in the South-West’s
well documented
and thriving artistic
community.

for framing, drinks and invitations
and invited everyone she could
think of to the show, she found
that by lunchtime she had made
enough money to repay all her
student debts, and by the end of
the day she had sold everything
and taken several commissions.
She was on her way!
In addition to the natural
environment Sherree was deeply
impressed by the artistic life
of St Ives. The St Ives School
of Painting is now well known
and credited as one of the UK’s
most exciting modern artistic

movements. It was established
in the historic Porthmeor studios
in 1938, but it was when the war
broke out in 1939 and Barbara
Hepworth and Ben Nicholson
moved in that the future began
to take shape. St Ives quickly
became a key outpost for the
abstract avant-garde movement
and after the war many young,
pioneering artists gathered
in the area. The term ‘St Ives
School’ has become particularly
associated with this group of
artists which includes such
familiar names as Terry Frost
and Patrick Heron. Of course by
the time Sherree was attracted to
this area, the cast of characters
and the style of artwork had
changed, yet the spirit of the St
Ives School still remained, as it
does today, and she mined a rich
seam of knowledge, inspiration
and technical skill.

Blessed with the best of British
weather, she travelled around the
enchanting harbours and fishing
villages, painting the impossibly
blue skies, beautiful countryside and
the children on the beaches. This
experience marked the beginning of her
love of painting in a seaside setting.
After some time, she had built up
rather an impressive portfolio of
work. Turning her considerable
talents to persuasion and promotion
this audacious and irresistible young
woman talked the head teacher of
a local private school into allowing
her to mount an exhibition on the
premises. Having borrowed the money
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Cornwall has left an indelible
mark on Sherree. Every Easter
for the last 30 years her family
has gone down to St Ives with a
big group of friends. She always
takes her paints and easel with
her and loves to paint at every
opportunity; several years ago
she found a brilliant local life
class which she attends whenever
she can (incognito!). She has
painted her own children playing
on the beaches many times over
the years, and the area is full of
memories and history for her;
this emotional connection adds an
extra layer of warmth, intimacy and
affection to everything she paints.
There is a strong sense of life and
activity in all Sherree’s seaside
tableaux. When she paints children,
she encourages them to keep
moving, to behave as they would if
she was not there and they were
unobserved. She says: “If your
subject is moving as you sketch

A SURPRISE CATCH

Seasi
every dtiemein!spiration -

and photograph, it allows you to
capture their movements in a way
that somehow a camera doesn’t
quite do. I can fill a sketchpad with
what I call ‘five second sketches’
in preparation for some of these
paintings – as you can probably
imagine children with fishing nets
paddling in the shallows don’t stay
still for an instant!”
She continues: “Although I am
generally described as a figurative
artist, in many ways the setting for
my figures is as important as they
are. As an impressionist at heart,
I find myself attracted to the way
the colours shift and change with
the passage of time throughout the
day, and her on the West Country
coast, the light and colours are
second to none.”

“For many years I
have felt drawn to the
sea both personally
and artistically and
it has been a key
element in my work.”

SEARCHING THE SHALLOWS
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Artist to the

Stars
22

Sherree’s status as Britain’s most sought
after portrait painter was recently highlighted
when she was asked to paint Seb Coe.
Sebastian Coe’s extraordinary
middle distance running turned
him into a household name, but
his political career and then his
role as Chairman of London’s
2012 Olympic bid and subsequent
involvement in the Games
established him as one of the most
recognisable faces on the planet.
When Sherree, who has an
amazing track record of painting
celebrity portraits, was invited to
paint Lord Coe by Cherry Trees,

a Surry-based charity, she was
delighted to oblige. The sitting
took place in front of a live
audience who enjoyed the friendly
banter and some wonderful violin
playing from Sherree’s daughter
Lettice, and were blown away by
Sherree’s bravura performance.
Her impressionistic portrait of the
great man was then auctioned to
raise money for the charity, which
provides respite care for children
and young people with disabilities.

Sherree says: “Portrait painting is a fascinating experience

– so often it takes me by surprise. You think you know what
a person looks like but when you really look closely at the
planes and angles you often see something quite different.
I think some of my most successful portraits are those
where the personality of the sitter really shone through
and was easy to capture; this happened I remember with
the utterly charming Michael Parkinson and the lovely
Laurence Llewelyn Bowen as well as in several of the
portraits I have created of friends and family.”
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top
Ten
It’s always good to get the inside track
on what inspires an artist and adds
colour to their life. So we’ve asked
Sherree to give us a quick rundown of
her personal top 10 favourite things.
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1 The Season

6 The Film

Spring – It’s so full of promise, and so lovely to know that
summer is just around the corner.

‘It’s a Wonderful Life’. Well, who can argue with that?

2 The Artist

7 The City

Walter Sickert – I love his paintings of London, particularly
Camden Town from the 1920s. Also, John Singer Sargent who
was an American society artist who painted amazing portraits, but
who also produced some extraordinary impressionist landscapes.

Paris – I love the atmosphere. As the birthplace of
impressionism it is a hugely important place for me, and I
always take my sketchbook and paints when I go and thoroughly
enjoy a few hours on my balcony or out in a square painting.

3 The piece of music
‘Czardas’ by Italian composer Vittorio Monti – it’s an uttterly
beautiful concert piece for violin that is based on an original
Hungarian folk dance – a ‘czardas’. I am a great lover of the ballet
too, and of course a huge part of that is the beautiful music.

4 The view

8 The Musician
Lettie - My lovely daughter.

9 The book

Box Hill - Every morning I walk up Box Hill with our dog Millie
and a group of friends – I really love that morning view and enjoy
the fresh air before locking myself away in the studio.

‘The Settlers in Canada’ by Captain Frederick Marryat
– an inspiring story of a pioneering family battling against the
odds to survive in a new world. He also wrote the more famous
‘The Children of the New Forest’ and many other wonderful
books, but this one is my favourite.

5 The holiday

10 The Colour

ST IVES - I like to holiday in the UK. We’ve been going down
to St Ives at Easter as a family with a big group of friends for
about 30 years. It’s not only the gorgeous beaches and charming
village, but the artistic life there appeals to me too. I like to
go along to a local life class when I’m down there – I slip in
at the back and enjoy the opportunity to draw in the sociable
atmosphere amongst some very talented artists.

White – I often dress my models, especially the children, in
white. It is an essential ingredient to add that radiance, and
in beach scenes it is especially pleasurable introducing that
extra glimmer and a glow to the scene.
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Impression
Forming a good

Sherree lets us into just some of her
secrets as she takes us through the
painting of ‘Race Day Celebrations’
from start to finish.

RACE DAY CELEBRATIONS
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First I set my coloured ground,
in this case using a warm red hue.
Painting directly onto a white canvas means you are
fighting with an unnatural glare but having a midtone backgroud allows you to work with the canvas
rather than against it - a technique which dates
back to the old masters.

Next I draw in the main subject, in this case three
very sketchy outlines of my beautiful trio of ladies
in their Ascot finery. With rapid brushstrokes I then
begin to build up a sense of the piece in terms
of colour and shape, working on an overarching
impression rather than any level of detail, although
it’s surprising how much atmosphere actually begins
to enter the composition even at this early stage.

Gradually I add in more detail, not straying far from the original palette, until the whole image starts to gain
clarity. From this moment on it is all about light and shadow which is what brings the image to life.

It is the final touches of
white that bring the whole
image out of the shadows
and into the light.

28

Art Cover for the Art Lover
As a fine art collector
you need to be able to
display your artwork with
complete peace of mind.
Enquire in your local gallery
for more details.

ultimart
insurance

‘Ultimart Insurance Services is a trading name of CGI Insurance Services Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority (FCA). FCA registration number 310329’
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Afternoon

My husband Stephen and I first saw
Sherree’s work when we were on a
cruise on Queen Mary 2 in 2013. We were
travelling from Singapore to Dubai, having
the most fantastic time.

Tea

(with Champagne)
Sherree is one of the most
collected artists at work in
the UK. We caught up with
new collector, Jill Fehnert,
who told us a little bit about
discovering Sherree’s work.
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The gallery had been taken over by the
wonderful Clarendon Fine Art and had
some really inspiring work on display. We
visited ourselves one evening and thought it
was so good that we invited the two couples
we were dining with every evening to come
with us to a champagne viewing. One of
them told us that they had met Sherree on a
previous voyage and talked about how super
she was. There were a handful of pictures
of hers on board, mainly seaside scenes
of children paddling in the sea with their
buckets and spades. They were exquisite
and reminded us of our own children when
they were small. I couldn’t get Sherree’s
paintings out of my mind so I was thrilled
when, back on dry land, we were invited to
Clarendon Fine Art in Mayfair to a preview
of an exhibition of her work. When we
arrived I got the surprise of my life.

Without my knowing, Stephen, my
husband, had already purchased a
beautiful oil painting by Sherree,
‘Afternoon Tea’, and it was here that I
saw it for the first time. I was completely
stunned. I would have found it almost
impossible to choose a favourite but
Stephen got it absolutely right – we both
love it.
We live in a 1930s house which was
originally a doctor’s surgery. We are now
on the third phase of refurbishment and
with the artwork so important to us, we
are often working around favourite pieces.
Thankfully, when it came to hanging
Sherree’s work, Rachel (the Director of
Clarendon) came to our home and spent
a great deal of time advising us on where
and how to hang it. She also helped me
to re-hang several other pictures and had
a lot of work re-framed for us. She did
an amazing job which really opened our
eyes to how important presentation and
location of a painting can be.
The lounge in which we hung ‘Afternoon
Tea’ was recently decorated, and we were

delighted with it, but Sherree’s picture
has lifted the mood and given the whole
room that wow factor that can be so
hard to come by. We love the picture. It
has pride of place and our friends and
family think it's fabulous!
We do own quite a lot of art now. I
studied Art at college and really enjoy
doing classes. Stephen has his own
Insurance company and we are at
a stage in our lives now that all the
children are grown up to be able to buy
some great artwork, which we see as
both a pleasure and an investment. We
generally agree (eventually!) on what
we like or dislike; Stephen would like to
buy a lot more but we are quite literally
running out of walls. Someone recently
suggested having summer and winter
pictures though which sounds like a
marvellous excuse! Time for a day out
in Mayfair I think – with a long visit to
those lovely folk at Clarendon followed
by a celebratory dinner before the last
train home…

“It was amazing to
meet Sherree in person.
She was just lovely,
very friendly and down
to earth, laughing with
us about her daughter’s
recent adventures on
‘Britain’s Got Talent’!
She signed one of
her books for us and
also wrote a special
message on the picture
frame. It was a really
memorable evening.”
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Every day starts
with a walk up
Box Hill for Sherree,
and this love of the
outdoors is present
both in her art itself,
and in her methods.

Outdoor
Girl
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BUTTERCUP MEADOW

BLUEBELL MORNING

Sherree’s style and working methods have
led inevitably to comparisons with the
French Impressionists, in particular to
Monet. One particular characteristic she
shares with her predecessor is a passion for
painting ‘en plein air’ - out in the open.
Painting this way allows Sherree to get to the
heart of a scene in a way that would be impossible
in a studio. Working directly from life also
means that she paints her own interpretation
of an experience, which guarantees immediacy,
authenticity and integrity.
Sherree says: “Outdoors I tend to work more
intuitively, covering the canvas with darks before
I began to work in the light. The contrasts create
points of reference, and I work from dark to light,
keeping the whole thing loose as if looking through
a camera lens which has not been focused. I
then bring it into focus gradually, working on the
composition as a whole rather than concentrating
on one specific feature. The sense of urgency you
have when painting like this ‘en plein air’ gives a
real freshness to a painting.”
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A day at

The RaceS
Open Sherree’s diary at any page and you’re
sure to find plenty going on. Over the
years she has become established as the
country’s leading society artist, and, as
she explains, for her it all began at Ascot.
Sherree was first taken to Ascot with her sisters as a child and was surprised to discover how much she
loved the unique combination of pageantry and tradition along with the excitement and extravagance
of contemporary fashion. She returned some years later in her capacity as an artist, expecting to find
the whole experience a bit more intimidating this time round, but again, Ascot surprised her. Over the
course of the day, as well as enjoying the best of the racing, she spoke to everyone who she thought
might have potential as a model and found only enthusiasm and friendliness. She returned home with a
packed portfolio of material, and couldn’t wait to get into the studio to start painting.

34

35

Royal ascot ladies day
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In her beautiful retrospective book, ‘Your
Days, My Days’, Sherree explains just
what makes Ascot so special for her:
“Royal Ascot is one of the highlights of
the season and has come to represent
the best of British in so many ways. Of
course ostensibly it is about the racing,
but there are many other elements that
have made it such a marvellous event
over the years. The Royal Family in
their dazzling carriages, the exquisite
millinery, the gloriously tended lawns
and, with luck, the perfect English
weather make a fabulous setting
for one of my favourite events of the
year. One of the features that I just
love is that despite the importance
of appearances, the real business of
the day is enjoying yourself, and this
is what I always strive to convey. So
often my eye will be caught by a group
of girls having terrific fun together –
their smiles and laughter reminding
me of children on the first day of the
holidays – but still managing to look
marvellously stylish.”

A VISION IN WHITE

“Sometimes when I’m
strolling around at
Ascot my eye is suddenly
caught by a perfect
tableau, a scene that
looks as if it has been set
up for me personally.”
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update
Over the last two years, Sherree has
been on the move. Her appearances
on Cunard luxury liners giving
live painting demonstrations
accompanied by Lettice on the
violin have gone down a storm,
and those discerning travellers are
asking for more!
Sherree has been from Tenerife to Singapore on Queen
Mary 2, Hong Kong to Singapore on Queen Elizabeth, and
Southampton to Stockholm on Queen Victoria, and there
are further voyages planned this year. So if you’d never
considered taking to the waves for a luxurious holiday,
perhaps it’s time to think again!
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2015 tour
Although Sherree has never been one to seek out the
limelight, the limelight does have a tendency to seek
her out, and she has finally succumbed to the host
of invitations from the nation’s galleries. She has
enjoyed these events immensely, meeting collectors,
hearing their stories and discussing what her work
means to them and to her has been both a great
pleasure and a wonderfully affirming experience.
With a celebration tour planned for 2015, things are
looking very exciting!

Mystery commission…

There’s always plenty going
on in Sherree’s busy world
– now’s your chance to
catch up with the recent
headlines and find out
what’s around the corner...

Later this year Sherree will be painting one of the
most significant commissions of her career. At the
moment the name of the individual involved is under
wraps, but you can take it from us, they don’t come
much bigger than this. More to come…

Revised edition
The first edition of Sherree’s magnificent
retrospective book ‘Your Days, My Days’ sold out
soon after publication, but, by popular demand,
the second edition with a few additions has just
been published. If you don’t yet have a copy here’s
your chance to get your hands on this must-have
collector’s item.

For all of you devoted fans and collectors out there,
remember, the best way to keep in touch with
Sherree’s latest artwork, news and gossip is to
register on her web site.

Her new site launches in April
and will include those all-important
2015 tour dates!
www.sherreevalentinedaines.com
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At

Home
with Sherree
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Sherree’s beautiful 18th century home has
been through many incarnations over the
last 200 years, but nowadays it doubles as
family home and artist’s studio.
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herree and Mark first
met when they were
both art students
in Epsom. After
graduation they went
their separate ways but 10 years
later met up again and, after a
whirlwind courtship, married and
moved into the house which they
still live in today.
Their home means the world to
them as a family. A beautiful,
somewhat rambling 18th century

building, it has been home to a
wide variety of inhabitants. It was
used as the rectory for the local
village church, and a series of
previous owners added to it in
a mixture of brick and stone to
create a charming and whimsical
home which is full of character
(and characters!). Since Mark and
Sherree moved in, it has been
a nursery for four children, an
artist’s atelier, a music studio, a
potter’s workshop, in other words,
a busy family home.
The high ceilings and big windows
mean it is full of light all day
long which is one of the things
Sherree loves the most about it,
and the views of the garden and
surrounding countryside makes
her favourite armchair in the
window the best seat in the house.
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“Having the space to build a light and
airy studio upstairs was a dream
come true when we moved in.”

Although the house is not full of
Sherree’s artwork she does have some
pieces on show that have meant a lot to
her personally.
One of her favourites is ‘Elegance’, a pure
bronze sculpture featuring a graceful
young girl which, while understated in
size, still draws the eye and makes a huge
impact in the room. Similarly the portrait
of her father (inset) which she painted
several years ago.

Sherree says: “For me a successful
portrait is one that interprets every
detail of a person’s face to recreate
an accurate and speaking rendition
of their subject. This close attention
creates an intimacy which should be at
the heart of any portrait, but of course
it was already there with my father,
so I found the painting seemed to flow
and almost create itself. This is not a
piece i will ever part with.”
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When Sherree was
studying art at Epsom,
she was lucky enough
to have life models to
work with on a regular
basis and as her training
progressed she began to
specialise more and more
in figurative work.
Her penchant for concentrating on the light
and shading within a scene took her down
the route of impressionism, and the influence
of artists such as Renoir, Monet and Degas
began to make itself felt in her style.

Although the majority of Sherree’s
compositions are based around society or
childhood scenes, she has been drawing
and painting the all her life, and both
running and attending life drawing classes.
She says: “For any figurative artist,
life studies – the painting of a
human figure from observation of a
live model - are an integral part of
the artistic process.
“In order to paint the human form
with any degree of veracity one
needs to understand the basics.
From the technicalities of form,
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shape and scale to the finer details
of muscle tone and how the body
moves in relation to itself, every
component of the composition must
be consistently described, whether
in a realistic or more abstract style.
Whether the study is of a reclining
nude or a fully clothed dancer or
musician or a child playing on the
beach, the same rules apply.”
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Q&A

the TEN

minute
interview
Being an artist is more than a full time job for Sherree. Before
she ever makes it into her studio she spends hours out on location
with her camera and sketchbook preparing her portfolio of source
material, or finding the perfect spot to set up her easel for an
afternoon of painting en plein air. But like all of us she needs to kick
back and relax, so we asked her to answer a rapid fire list of as many
questions as we could fit into ten minutes about what she does when
she isn’t painting and what she thinks about, well, anything and
everything really. Here’s what we found out…
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What single work of art do you find the most
moving or intriguing?
Who or what do you listen to on the radio?
Mostly I enjoy documentaries, particularly historical
subjects. At the moment I’m interested in American
history the social side rather than political though, the
gold rush, the pioneer homesteaders, so I’m always on
the lookout on Radio 4.

What do you like watching on television?
I’m really not a big TV watcher, although I did make
an exception for Lettice when she was on Britain’s Got
Talent!

Whose portrait would you most like to paint?
I would have loved to have painted the late Wilfred
Thesiger. He was an amazing man, traveller, writer,
photographer, advisor to princes, war hero, and I think
his extraordinary range of experiences told in every line
of his face.

‘Hopeless Dawn’ by Frank Bramley; the whole story is
there, love, grief, loss, sympathy and consolation, even a
hint of religion. He was a member of the Newlyn School,
of which my favourite artist Stanhope Forbes was a
founder member.

What is your favourite piece of architecture?
I have a real penchant for those regency terraces. One
of my favourites is the Royal Crescent in Cheltenham
which was built as lodgings for visitors to the spa in the
early 1800s. It’s the well-crafted cast-iron trappings
such as the railings and lamp holders that make it even
more special.

Least favourite?
Concrete blocks, or any building with plastic windows.

Would you prefer to be on ‘Strictly Come
Dancing’, ‘The Great British Bake Off’ or
‘Celebrity Big Brother’?

Do you go to the theatre and what did you last
see?

No contest. It’s ‘Strictly’ all the way for me. I harboured an
ambition to be a ballerina for many years and love to dance.

We love the theatre yes. The last thing we saw was
‘The Book of Mormon’ at the Prince of Wales, what an
incredible experience that was. At the other end of the
scale, I love ballet too and try to see as much as I can.

What’s your current book at bedtime?

Who or what makes you laugh?
I laugh very easily, so lots of things and lots of people
– particularly I would have to say my husband and my
mother. (And as mentioned above, ‘The Book of Mormon’
- a lot!)

Which public figure do you most admire at
the moment?
Prince Charles.

What is the most beautiful place you have
ever painted?
My first impulse is to say the South Downs, but the scene
that always takes my breath away is the Henley Regatta.
The first time I went I was so dazzled by the colours of all
those elegantly dressed ladies in that gorgeous setting,
the whole thing perfectly lit by the high summer sun. We
hear a lot about all the harm we cause the environment,
but sometimes we manage to work with it to create
something really worthwhile.

‘Testament of Youth’ by Vera Brittain. I knew a little bit
about her – that she was Shirley Williams’ mother of
course, and that she was criticised for hr pacifist views
then famously vindicated by being named by the Nazis
as one of the first people they would arrest as soon as
they invaded. But the memoir was published in 1933 so
deals with the aftermath of the First World War rather
than her later notoriety, and what life was like for a
woman forging a career in a very different world.

Do you cook and if so, do you have a
signature dish?
I do cook but mostly family meals – things like
shepherd’s pie!

What’s your favourite tipple?
Champagne. Naturally.
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A

Passion
for
sport

Sherree and her family
are all huge sport
fans, and Sherree is
a well known face on
British television as
official artist to many
great sporting events
including Ascot, The
Ashes Series and The
Rugby World Cup.
Her big break came when she was painting
at a local cricket match and a member of the
MCC commissioned her to paint the Ashes at
all six test grounds in 1986. Her windswept
figure became a familiar sight on the TV
coverage, she chatted with Brian Johnston on
TMS and even managed to cross swords with
Fred Trueman over the position of the field –
clearly a force to be reckoned with.
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While there have been countless photographs of the
great moments from memorable sporting events,
a painting by Sherree captures both the emotion
and the importance of the scene it represents. She
says: “I see sporting events, both professional and
amateur, as a huge part of British life, but they
also appeal to me because of their quintessential
elegance. No matter what your stance on sport in
general, it’s impossible to deny the sheer beauty
or charm of a racehorse powering down the home
straight, a village cricket match, or a winning kick
in the Rugby World cup.”

playful times I

playful times II

In 2003 Sherree was commissioned
to paint the greatest moment in
English rugby history, the kick
that won the 2003 World Cup for
England. Each of the 500 copies was
individually countersigned by Jonny
Wilkinson, making this a highly
collectable item for both art lovers
and sport lovers across the nation.
Jonny bought the original for his own
collection and later sat for a personal
portrait. Though more formal, he was
certainly more relaxed in this picture,
but the same can’t be said for these
action portraits of Andy Murray and
Charlie Walker.
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Night
Stars
A

with the

‘ Downton Abbey’ has just been named Best
Drama at The National Television Awards 2015,
and in the US has broken records to become the
most watched drama in the history of PBS. Sherree
recently enjoyed a fabulous evening of glamour, fun
and something a little more serious at Highclere
Castle in the company of Downton’s stellar cast.
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When an art collector dropped into his local gallery
in Guildford and got talking about his grandson’s
illness, little did he know what he was starting.
He described a forthcoming fundraising event at
Highclere Castle with the cast of ‘Downton Abbey’
in attendance, and later, the art consultant told her
favourite artist all about it!
One thing followed another, and on the night of the
event, the fabulous Sherree attended and donated a

commission for the auction. The commission
sold for £17,000 to the original collector, who
has asked Sherree to paint – you’ve guessed
it – his gorgeous grandchildren!
Jim Carter who stars as Mr Carson, Downton
Abbey’s butler, is of course in charge of the
wine cellar, so is definitely a good man to sit
next to at a party as Sherree discovered!
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Frozen
Sherree has been skiing now for many
years, and it is one of the things that takes
her completely out of her day-to-day life
and into another world.

Although she loves the slopes, Sherree
also relishes the opportunity to enjoy the
dramatic scenery, the long lunches, and
the company of friends and family.
Like her regular Easter excursions down
to Cornwall, the annual ski trip tends
to be a sociable affair, with family or
‘the girls’, and is always full of music,
laughter, Champagne – oh and the skiing
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of course… They either hire a chalet or
stay with friends in the Alps.
Their favourite spot is the fabulous
Val-d’Isère where the family is familiar
to regulars at la Folie Douce. Sherree’s
daughter Lettice has played her violin
there for three years, both spontaneously
and officially, and there is a standing
invitation for her to return!

55

S h e r r e e

DA I

Va l e n t i n e

ES

‘ Your Days, My Days’

The revised edition of this spectacular full colour hardback book has just been released,
celebrating the long career of the face of modern British impressionism. Presenting a
beautifully illustrated overview of Sherree’s life and work, it is a must-have collector’s item.

www.whitewallgalleries.com

www.clarendonfineart.com

