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has been a great year so far. 
Although this is my 13th 
year as a published artist, 
I still have the enthusiasm, 
energy and passion that I 
had when I published my 
very first limited edition. 

2016

Obviously my life has changed and moved 
on a lot in these years and my work has 
evolved and changed to reflect this. 

 
I genuinely love what I do and I realise 
how lucky I am every day to get such 
enjoyment from my work. But it is when 
an artwork I have created for a personal 
reason has meaning and impact for a 
complete stranger that I enjoy it the 
most. I know collectors often respond 
with smiles and laughter, sometimes 
tears, sometimes even both, and it 
touches me that something I created 
for my own pleasure or to express a 
particular emotion has been able to 
connect with other people and give them 
that same feeling.

When I look back at my career, it is this 
emotional connection with collectors 
that gives me the greatest satisfaction. 
Thank you.
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VINTAGE HYDE 10
Comic book heroes, movie villains... the stuff of childhood 
still has a place in Doug’s heart!

GIVING SOMETHING BACK 36
Doug has always used his own gift as a means of giving to 
others and he supports a range of charitable causes.

TOP TEN 14
A chance to find out who is your favourite artist’s favourite 
artist…and lots more.

MY FAMILY & OTHER ANIMALS 04
The Doug Hyde household is something of a menagerie, so 
subject matter is always close at hand.

GOLD RUSH 08
It’s Olympic year 
and sport-loving 
Doug is celebrating 
in style with his new 
collection.

TOP HAT & TAILS 30
Doug’s latest 
collections have been 
inspired by some 
unexpected things 
– not least Victorian 
family photographs.

THE PRIDE & PASSION 40
“A rugby club is a 
big family, a big 
ugly family but 
still a family!”

ORIGINAL THINKER 48
For every original 
artwork, there is 
a lengthy creative 
process, from initial 
sketches to framed 
piece on the wall.

13 wonderful years 
as a published artist 
– but who’s enjoyed 
it more, Doug or us?

LUCKY NUMBER 13 24

LOVE IN THE AIR 16
With the wedding season in full swing, these spring 
releases from Doug say it all.

Every day is a busy one, so we just asked Doug for 10 
minutes to see what we could find out.

THE TEN MINUTE INTERVIEW 20

BEHIND THE SCENES

Art, family, swimming, dog training, touring, and this year 
even a spot of film making!
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BIG IN JAPAN 52
After seven trips to the Land of the Rising Sun, Doug has 
formed a very special relationship with the people of Japan.
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See what happens when a superhero of the art world 
comes to town!

PRECIOUS METAL 44
Sculpture is widely collected across the UK, and Doug 
has been instrumental in creating this trend.

CASTING CHARACTERS 46
Something completely different, not only from Doug’s usual 
work, but from anything else on the contemporary scene.
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FAMILYMY
a n d  o t h e r  a n i m a l s

You might be forgiven for thinking that 
three children are enough to make a 
fair sized family. I certainly did. Yet 
somehow over the years, the Hyde clan 
has expanded, and in some unexpected 
directions….
 
Living in a cottage in the Cotswolds we 
are lucky enough to enjoy a genuinely 
rural lifestyle, and surrounded as we 
are by farms there are plenty of animals 
to enjoy. In fact, if I time my journey 
to the studio badly I get held up by the 
cows crossing the road as they do each 
morning. I suppose it could be a lot 
worse and I could be stuck in a traffic 
jam! But however many animals there 
are around, it’s never enough for the 
children – well to be honest, for all of us.
 
The big family news is that Nancy has 
joined the Hyde menagerie – a great 
big lolloping 16 week old Great Dane 
puppy who seems to get bigger every 
day. I spent last Sunday at a Great Dane 
dog show - not showing just watching! 
Any spare time I have at the moment is 
spent with Nancy who obviously needs a 
lot of attention. Walking anywhere with 
her is terribly time consuming as she has 
become something of a local celebrity 
and we constantly get waylaid by her 
admirers! I am sure artwork featuring 
a Great Dane and friends will not be far 
away…
 

Our alpaca farm is 
growing year on year. It 
began with three pets, 
Daphne, Echo and 
Dorado, who came on 
board in the summer 
of 2014 just to keep 
the grass down…

Now we have nine, and are expecting 
three cria (baby alpacas, also known as 
alpaclettes) this summer. (Pictures will 
of course be published on facebook!) 
In two short years those few pets have 
evolved into an entire herd…not the 
original plan, but that’s life.
 
There seems to be something of a divide 
in our household which goes beyond the 
swimming pool (boys) and the gym or 
dance studio (girls). Have I mentioned 
yet that we have eight cats?! It seems 
that Charlie and I have ended up being 
responsible for the alpacas while the girls 
are the ones who love the cats. I seem to 
spend an awful lot of my time putting the 
cats out as they are supposed to be our 
rat catchers while the girls keep letting 
them in and they appear snugly hidden in 
bedrooms. 

I  s p e n d  a l l  d a y  i n s i d e  i n  t h e  s t u d i o ,  s o  g e t t i n g 

o u t s i d e  i s  a  g o o d  w a y  t o  s t a r t  a n d  e n d  e a c h  d a y .
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The animals keep us all busy, especially 
me! That was not the deal of course, 
but like mums and dads the world over, 
you live and learn. I must admit they are 
a great way to make the most of your 
environment as they force you to go 
outside whatever the weather. Over this 
past winter it seems to have rained pretty 
much permanently, and the temptation 
to stay in by the fire has been extreme! 
Thankfully though it looks as if spring is 
finally here, and those bright sunny 6.30 
mornings are a great way to start the day. 
Also the checking up last thing at night 
is a lovely way to finish. I should add that 
of course, along with my children, they 
provide me with a wealth of creative ideas.

Walking anywhere  
with Nancy is terribly 
time consuming as  
she has become 
something of a local 
celebrity and we 
constantly get waylaid 
by her admirers!

 

I  a m  s u r e  a r t w o r k  f e a t u r i n g  a  G r e a t 

D a n e  a n d  f r i e n d s  w i l l  n o t  b e  f a r  a w a y …
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T h e r e ’ s  n o 

d i v i d e  o v e r 

N a n c y  s h e 

i s  l o v e d  b y 

a l l !



He has based these 
genuinely inspirational 
pieces on the concept of the 
Games medals; a stunning 
triptych takes us up the 
podium from bronze to 
gold, while a high impact 
stand alone piece celebrates 
the gold rush he says he 
hopes to see from Team GB! 

Doug says: Towards the end of last 
year I was working on an idea I had 
for a metallic triptych. Initially I 
wanted to do a piece using bronze, 
as I liked the idea of approaching 
my work slightly differently in 
metallic rather than the classic 
pastel colours. This thought 
progressed, while I was standing 
in an extremely long queue at 

Longleat Safari Park to the concept 
of a triptych using bronze, silver 
and gold.

I knew I wanted it to be a  
special, collection, and that I 
wanted to use the phrase  
‘Going for Gold’; all the  
stars were aligned!

Doug’s new summer collection represents a heartfelt tribute 
to the 2016 Olympics and Paralympics in Rio. 

GOING FOR GOLD  22” X 22”  £995
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https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/new-releases/doug-hyde
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Towards the end of last year I was 
working on ideas for my forthcoming 
collections for 2016 and 2017. I was 
feeling happy with how things were 
going and really enjoying my time in 
the studio, but nagging at the back of 
my mind was the knowledge that I had 
promised my children that I would do 
some artwork for them. Artists and 
builders have more in common than 
you might think – we all find it difficult 
to keep those promises and with the 
best will in the world good intentions 
go awry! I finally sat down with them 
and asked them what they would like 
for their walls. Eliza and Ophelia asked 
for Ana and Elsa, the princesses from 
‘Frozen’ of course, while Charlie went 
for Spiderman.
 

I have loved every minute of working on this collection. As I write 
this I am looking up at the pieces on my studio wall staring back 
down at me - it’s strangely reminiscent of my childhood bedroom!

HYDE
Vintage

CATMAN AND ROBIN
13” x 10”
£325

Click here to purchase your copy

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/limiteds/doug-hyde/catman-and-robin-paper


For some reason it was Charlie’s 
Spiderman idea that stuck with me – I 
guess he and I are both boys! Charlie 
used to spend a lot of time dressed up 
as Spiderman when he was younger, 
and I thought that it would be a pretty 
cool image. My initial plan was to 
go with something dark and moody, 
focusing on the eyes; but I couldn’t 
get the thought of Charlie and his 
dressing up box out of my head, so set 
about drawing this idea.

And there it was. One simple idea, one 
huge light bulb, one new collection! 
It all came into sharp focus – my own 
love of vintage concepts could take me 
back to the ‘70s and the characters 
that I loved as a kid – and ‘Masters of 
Disguise’ was born.
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IS IT A BIRD?, IS IT A PLANE?
13” x 10”
£325

ITS GOOD TO BE BAD!
13” x 10”
£325

Click here to purchase your copies

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/limiteds/doug-hyde/its-good-to-be-bad-paper


It’s strangely reminiscent of my 
childhood bedroom! The fun I’ve 
had and the response from Charlie 
and from collectors have made me 
keen to create a follow up series, so I 
think I will be revisiting my youth in 
the near future. ‘Masters of Disguise’ 
is just the start! 

I can’t wait to pick up the next 
stage and produce some of my 
favourite childhood characters:  so 
more Vintage/Retro Hyde will be 
coming to a gallery near you in 
2016 and 2017!
 
Ps I have just finished a large green 
face – can you guess who? Clue: 
don’t make him angry…

13

One simple idea...  
one new collection!

  one huge light bulb...
CATCHES THIEVES JUST LIKE FLIES
13” x 10”
£325



It’s always good to get the inside track on what  
inspires an artist and adds colour to their life. So we’ve 
asked Doug to give us a quick rundown of his personal 

top 10 favourite things. 

01.The Season

My favourite time of year is 

Christmas, I love the build 

up, I love the films, I love the 

food… I always finish work 

on 23rd December and on 

Christmas Eve we go for our 

traditional walk and have a 

late lunch at our favourite 

cafe. Christmas has then 

begun. My favourite season 

is Summer because when I’m 

not in the studio, I spend 

most of my time outside, 

early morning and late 

evenings feeding the alpacas. 

After the cold and wet, it’s 

such a relief to feel the 

warmth of summer - plus this 

is when the cria (baby alpaca) 

are born. This is another 

highlight of the year. This 

year we’re expecting three.

02.The artist 

Mark Rothko. I’ve always 

loved the huge canvases 

and simplicity of the work 

and he transformed the 

way I approached my work. 

The older I get, the more 

I appreciate the genius of 

Picasso as well though  - the 

sheer uniqueness and range 

of his work. I also really 

appreciate the work of both 

Damien Hirst and Banksy as 

icons of our time.

03.The piece of music

Impossible to pin down to one 

single piece. Anything by Paul 

Weller would be near the top.

04.The colour

Different colours work for 

different things. What makes 

a good colour for artwork 

at least is how it contrasts 

with other colours so it is 

difficult to choose one.  Deep 

blue and deep reds feature a 

lot in my artwork and would 

be the first into my colour 

palette selection. At home 

I like natural stone colours. 

Clothes tend to be blues!!

05.The holiday

I grew up going on holidays 

in St. Ives and my love of this 

part of the world has never 

left me. Porthmeor beach, 

gigantic waves, cottages, fish 

and chips, the traditional 

pub, the harbour. I can easily 

imagine living there one day.

06.The film

‘Goodfellas’ is a favourite 

but nothing beats Laurel and 

Hardy. Variety is everything…

07. The Sport

 I grew up playing rugby 

but hung up my boots at 

30. I’m passionate about 

the game and the people, 

especially the camaraderie 

amongst teammates. I still 

love watching and go up to 

my club now and then - my 

heart wants to join in but it’s 

probably best I don’t!

My son now swims with a 

club several times a week  

and spending so much time 

poolside finally tempted 

me to start training too – 

swimming turns out to be 

a great stress reliever after 

a day in the studio, and it’s 

good to stretch out after 

stooping over the drawing 

board. I’ve now progressed to 

triathlon training - last year, 

top!1
01
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I did the Cotswold 113 which 

was a great experience. This 

year, I got a puppy instead – far 

more exhausting!

08.The Dog Breed

Great Dane of course. When 

I was younger, my aunt and 

uncle had a Great Dane and I 

used to spend weekends with 

them and my two cousins. 

These happy times remained 

with me and there was no 

doubt that one day I wanted to 

have one of my own. Nancy is 

a lovely addition to our family, 

although she is already big 

enough to knock our cups of 

tea and coffee over.

09.The Weekend

At home or out in the 

countryside with my family.

10.The City

Osaka. I really thrive on the 

buzz, the hustle and bustle 

and  the atmosphere. But then 

it’s just great to come home 

to the peace and green of the 

countryside.
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This spring Doug 
released two uplifting 
celebrations of true 
love. These two pieces 
are classic Hyde, 
sharing a positive 
message of love through 
his trademark figures 
and oversized hearts.
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L  V E
in the air
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Let  there  be  love...
HAPPILY EVER AFTER...When a couple 
came to me to talk about a painting 
to celebrate their marriage, they 
had some lovely ideas. They liked the 
concept of an oversized moon, and I 
felt that driving away in the moonlight 
would be a good way to represent the 
new chapter in their lives. I have always 
liked the shape of the old Citroen 
classics, and for this painting, I 
thought the car would also convey the 
fun which should always be a part of a 
wedding.

TWO HEARTS ONE LOVE... This piece 
shows the emotions and thoughts 
of a couple striving together for the 
same future. For me it signifies the 
love we have for our children and the 
importance of doing whatever you can 
to help them on their path in life

TWO HEARTS ONE LOVE  22” x 16”  £525
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HAPPILY EVER AFTER
22” x 16”

£525

Click here to purchase your copies

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/limiteds/doug-hyde/two-hearts-one-love-paper


Whitewall Occasions is the online gift registry service which enables your family/friends to 
contribute towards a gift of real emotional value, whether this is one piece of artwork that means 

something special to you, or even the means to start building an art collection.

Whether you’re getting married, celebrating a big birthday or any major milestone, you can 
register with the Whitewall Occasions site and a consultant from your nearest Whitewall will get in 

touch and invite you in to the gallery for a glass of Champagne to talk through your wishes.

www.whitewallgalleries.com

Like us on… Follow us on…

THE RIGHT PAINTINGS FOR THE RIGHT OCCASIONS

19

http://www.whitewallgalleries.com/


Being an artist 
is more than a 
full time job for 
Doug, but like 
all of us he needs 
to kick back and 
relax occasionally. 
So we asked 
him to spend 10 
minutes taking 
a break from the 
drawing board and 
answering as many 
of our rapid fire 
list of questions 
as he could about 
what he does 
when he isn’t 
painting and what 
he thinks about, 
well, anything and 
everything really. 
Here’s what we 
found out…

MINUTE 
INTERVIEW

10
20



Who or what do you listen 
to on the radio?

5 Live all week, then  
on Sunday mornings it’s 
Radio 4.

What was your first car?

Vauxhall Astra 

What single work of art do 
you find the most moving or 
intriguing?

Last Christmas, Charlie 
presented us with a canvas 
portrait piece that he’d 
created during his art 
lessons at school. It takes 
pride of place and for lots 
of reasons is a very moving 
piece of work.

Do you go to the theatre 
and what did you last see?

Occasionally; last saw ‘The 
Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Night Time.’ 

Which public figure do 
you most admire at the 
moment?

Eddie Izzard having just 
completed his 27th back to 
back marathon.

Do you have a favourite 
character in your work?

It’s not so much the 
character that I love when 
I’m creating a piece, it’s 
more the light and shade, 
the atmosphere and the 
mood of the piece for my 
black and white artworks. 
For my colour pieces, it’s the 
contrast of the colours.

What do you like watching 
on television?

Grand Designs

Would you prefer to be on 
‘Strictly Come Dancing’, 
‘The Great British Bake 
Off’ or ‘Celebrity Big 
Brother’?

Definitely the Bake Off – it’s 
a family favourite!

What’s your current book at 
bedtime?

‘How to Train your Great 
Dane’! 

Do you cook and if so, do 
you have a signature dish?

No, not really a signature 
dish, although I do cook a 
good sea bass and a mean 
salad where everything gets 
thrown in.

Who or what makes you 
laugh?

Laurel and Hardy. My 
children. 

Who was your childhood 
hero?

Batman

What’s your favourite 
tipple?

Guinness in the local or 
Americano during the day.

What would you have been 
if not an artist?

A Farmer.

21



When Whitewall Galleries 
launched its 2016 national 
advertising campaign, Doug was 
one of the stars of the show.
Doug is no stranger to the news cameras and has been 
filmed many times over the last few years, but this was 
his first foray into the world of make-up artists, beautiful 
locations, cuts and edits – however it turned out that 
despite his self-deprecating nature, he was as much a 
natural behind the camera as he is behind an easel!

To see Doug filming his section of the ad visit www.whitewallgalleries.com
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NEWS

When my children’s school asked 
if any parents might be 

able to run a school 
club. I took up the 
challenge and the 
artwork is  coming 
on nicely but it has 
taken some getting 

used to hearing my 
own daughter calling 

me Mr Hyde!

Completing the 
2015 Cotswold 113 
Triathlon was a 
massive thrill. After 
a 1,9km swim, 90km 
cycle and 21km run 
it was straight back 
in that lake to cool 
off. 5hrs 37 minutes 
was a long time, so I 
took a quick break to 
give my cheerleaders 
a hug!

Really looking forward 
to the summer … 
With the kids dancing 
and swimming, 
Nancy’s first trip to 
Cornwall and three 
baby alpacas on the 
way it should be busy!

SWIM BIKE RUN...

WHAT NEXT?
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“After 13 years as a published artist I 
am still creating art for the same reason 
as I did all those years ago; because it is 
my passion; because I love it. 

24
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“I create 
each piece of 
artwork because 
I want to-
sometimes for a 
serious reason, 
sometimes 
simply for fun. 
I believe you 
should love what 
you do and be 
proud of it.

27
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“Thanks for 
sharing this 
journey with 
me. Enjoy the 
ride - I am!”
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SUITED AND BOOTED
12” x 18”
£295

Click here to purchase your copies

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/limiteds/doug-hyde/suited-and-booted-paper


T   P HAT     and tails

FINE AND DANDY
12” x 18”
£295

BIG SPENDER
12” x 18”
£295

These well dressed canine characters may look  
modern, but they were inspired by a wall of photographs  

going back to Victorian times.

O
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“My aim  
was to mix 

artistry with a 
hint of humour, 
which is helped 
along by the 

titles.”
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SHABBY CHIC
12” x 18”
£295

Click here to purchase your copy

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/limiteds/doug-hyde/shabby-chic-paper
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TOP DOG
12” x 18”

£295
Click here to purchase your copy

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/limiteds/doug-hyde/top-dog-paper


In my parents’ hallway they have a 
large framed picture with lots of small 
photographs of our family members 
going back to the Victorian era. Each 
person looks very ‘British’, dressed in 
their Sunday best and striking those 
respectable, even formal, poses.

I was thinking about these old 
photographs and how they could be 
included in some way in one of my 
collections and the phrase ‘top hat 
and tails’ came into my head. Tails led 
me inevitably on to thoughts of dogs, 
and then I couldn’t get them out of my 
head!

I based the artwork on actual 
photographs as I wanted this collection 
to be have a touch of realism to it, 
however I have preserved several 
elements which are characteristic 
of my work such as the eyes and the 
monochromatic dogs. I particularly 
wanted to have a black background 
with the character emerging from the 
shadows to give that slightly classic or 
historic atmosphere.

 

This strong sense of tradition is 
contrasted with the colourful clothes 
or accessories which bring each image 
to life and give it a sense of modernity 
and fun.

“ I was delighted 
with the response 
to the collection 
and am planning 
to add to it with 
some sculpture 
and some new 
artwork entitled 
‘His and Purrs’, so 
no guessing which 
animals this could 
be featuring…”

35

SOMETHING 
ELSE T0 MAKE 
YOU SMILE...

...For as little as £50 per month you can acquire a fabulous piece of art.  
Build your contemporary art collection with artinvestor.
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“As an artist you are sometimes told that your art has touched 
someone’s life and this is a lovely thing to hear. But to see 
practical evidence that my work can be used to benefit a 

fantastic cause is something very special!”
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I am in a very privileged position in 
that I am able to contribute to and 
support a charity by producing a piece 
of artwork to help raise money for 
them. I was privileged to be able to 
visit a local hospice, St Peter’s Hospice, 
and their art therapy wing. They do 
fantastic work with many families in 
the South-west. 

CHILDREN IN NEED

My collaboration with Children in Need 
over the years has led to an interesting 
partnership with BMW. In 2014 and 
2015 I produced ‘art cars’, both of which 
have been auctioned off for the charity. 
It was fantastic to see other people’s 
warm reactions to the cars.  I am a cog 
in the wheel, a lot of effort goes into 
the making of the art cars with a team 
of people all giving up their time for 
this great charity. My limited edition 
print and sculpture of Pudsey were also 
enormous fun to work on.

 

I have been  
extremely proud 
to work with some 
wonderful charities 
over the years. 

LOOK GOOD... FEEL BETTER

Supported primarily by the cosmetics 
industry. Look Good…Feel Better helps 
female cancer patients to combat some 
of the side effects of their illness with the 
use of a practical skin care and make-up 
regime. In the midst of our desperate 
search for drugs and cures we often 
overlook the fact that one of the most 
valuable things we can give to a patient 
is a reason to smile – and that is where 
Doug came in. Inspired by the memory 
of a dearly loved relative who he lost to 
cancer he created ‘Hearts and Smiles’ - a 
wonderfully positive image. The original 
was auctioned off and a series of prints 
were produced to raise money for the 
charity. 

FAMILIES FOR CHILDREN

As a committed father of three, Doug 
believes passionately that children 
deserve the best and happiest start 
in life, and this is also the ethos of 
‘Families for Children’ which aims to 
place children in loving family homes 
throughout the West Country. In order 
to support their work, he has created 
a stunning new image, “Loved”, 
which depicts a small child hugging a 
large teddy bear to remind us of the 
importance of love, friendship and 
security in all our lives.

NSPCC

The National Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children needs no 
introduction. Doug was concerned with 
this issue before he had children of his 
own but their arrival  cemented his 
decision to support their work, and ‘A 
Happy Heart’ was created to raise both 
profile and funding for this more than 
worthy cause.
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PRIDE &  
PASSI   N

I was first taken to my dad’s rugby club when I was five. There really 
was no choice; I cannot remember a conversation about whether or 

not I would like to play. I just did. I loved it. I still do. 

ENGINE ROOM
23” x 15”
£495

41

Click here to purchase your copy

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/limiteds/doug-hyde/the-engine-room-paper
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NERVES OF STEEL
15” x 23”
£495

I represented Bristol 
between the ages of 
nine and 15 when a 
broken collar bone 
put me out. I took it 
up again at the age 
of 22 when I returned 
to my club side. I’m 
very proud that one 
of my close friends 
and teammates, Mark  
Regan, went on to 
have an incredible 
career in the game. In 
2003 he was a world 
cup winner, he was 
a finalist in 2007, 
and he played for 
the British and Irish 
Lions. We have kept in 
touch over the years 
and are still good 

friends, and in fact 
when I was working on 
‘The Engine Room,’ I 
was thinking of Mark 
- he is the character 
in the middle (the 
hooker).

Back in September 
2014 when I received 
a call asking whether I 
would be interested in 
creating some artwork 
for the RFU for the 
2015 Rugby world 
cup which was being 
held in England, I 
didn’t hesitate. My two 
biggest passions would 
be coming together – I 
said I would love to 
do it.

“ Rugby has always been a huge part of my life. I 
played for the same team my dad did until I was 30 
and the majority of my mates who I played with also 
were part of that family tradition and were playing for 
their dad’s old team. I know it’s a cliché but a good 
rugby club really is a big family, albeit an ugly one! ”



VICTORIOUS
10” x 8”
£250

PRIDE & PASSION
10” x 8”
£250
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When I set about 
creating a picture 
to celebrate or sum 
up rugby, I found it 
impossible as there 
are so many facets 
to the game. To start 
with you have forwards 
and backs (‘the 
girls!’), whereas I have 
always played in the 
pack and it’s like two 
different games.

You have three 
completely different 
areas in the pack. The 
back row is of course 
the home of the brains 
and the good looks, 
and is the place where 
all the hard work is 
really done – in other 
words, where I played 
as number 8.(perhaps 
I’m exaggerating...) 
Then you have the 
second row who join 
up and make the 
engine room with the 
front row which is a 
very special club - all 
on its own. So just 
there within that 
pack of eight there 
are so many different 
artworks; then you 
have the kicker, the 
try scorer, the black 
eyes, the crowd, the 
Guinness, ideas just 
go on and on.

I sat back and thought 
of my mates and me 
over the years and 
began to develop the 
ideas for the artwork 
around us. Admittedly 
we did not all go on to 
play for England, but 
regardless of the shirt, 
a rugby player is a 
rugby player. Whether 
you play for your local 
club or your country 
the pride and the 
passion are still there, 
not to mention the 
banter.

 I showed the RFU 
different ideas and 
they chose four 
representative pieces 
including my own 
personal favourite, 
‘The Engine Room’. 
This picture of the 
front five sums up the 
friendship, humour, 
comradeship and fun 
which you will find in 
every rugby team and 
club all over the world.

 

It is a great 
honour to be an 
official artist for 
the RFU, and it 
was a privilege 
to donate an 
artwork to ‘Carry 
them Home’, 

their charity which 
supports injured 
players. Obviously 
rugby is a very 
physical game and 
regrettably accidents 
do happen. I donated 
‘Brothers in Arms’ as  
I think it represents 
all that the charity 
stands for.

Click here to purchase your copies

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/limiteds/doug-hyde/pride-and-passion-paper


E TAL
P R E C I O U S

Sculpture is a hugely 
important part of Doug’s 
collection. Each stunning 
piece has been created 
using materials that do 
full justice to his work 
and reflect his specific 
wishes, and the complete 
collection built up over 
more than 10 years shows 
him at his most stylish and 
engaging.
 

These 
irresistible 
characters 
are cast 
from pure 
bronze  
and are 
available 
in a range 
of different 
sizes. 

Doug has some favourites 
amongst the pieces - the 
rough cast ‘Rural’ and 
‘The Lost Reindeer’ are 
particularly close to his 
heart. He says: “Bronzes 
are always very special 
pieces too. I think my 
favourite is the biggest 
one ever which is of my 
character holding a large 
heart. It is very heavy, 
but it certainly makes 
an impression. I have it 
in my kitchen, where it 
has put up with being 
patted, climbed on and 
even gets a lick now and 
then from the dog!” He is 
currently thinking about 
some new ‘Top Hat & Tails’ 
sculpture ideas, and will be 
developing the Victorian 
theme in a rather different 
style.

Elegant and tactile, a Doug Hyde bronze sculpture  
makes a fabulous addition to an existing collection,  

or a stunning stand-alone statement...

Beware of the Dog II
8” x 10”

£995
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Click here to purchase 
 your edition

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/limiteds/doug-hyde/beware-of-the-dog-ii-small-bronze-bronze


L
THE UK’S LARGEST STOCKIST OF DOUG HYDE SCULPTURES

WWW.WHITEWALLGALLERIES.COM

www.facebook.com/whitewallgalleries  |  www.twitter.com/wwgalleries
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http://www.whitewallgalleries.com/
http://www.facebook.com/whitewallgalleries
http://www.twitter.com/wwgalleries


CHARACTERS
CASTING
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ONE IN A MILLION  30” X 30”  £1950



47

Doug has explored a wide 
range of media, finishes 
and presentations over 
the years in both two and 
three dimensions. One 
of his most innovative 
ideas has been to cross 
the boundaries between 
the accepted conventions 
of ‘the picture’ and 
‘the sculpture’ with a 
stunning collection of 
iconic objets d’art.
 
Each one of these 
beautiful, three-
dimensional ceramics 

is based on an existing 
Doug Hyde classic, but 
while they are familiar, 
they bring an entirely 
new impact to the story 
of the piece. They are 
hand finished in classic 
Doug Hyde colours, 
housed in a glass box 
and presented ready to 
hang on the wall in a 
stylish contemporary 
frame. Not a picture, not 
a sculpture, but a unique 
combination of creativity 
and colour from the 
nation’s favourite artist! 

Doug crosses 
the boundaries 
between two 
and three 
dimensional 
art with 
his iconic 
mixed media 
installations.

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY  41” x 18”  £1495

THE SMILE
18” x 18”
£850

HIGH ON LOVE
26” x 26”

£1495

TWO CATS ARE BETTER THAN ONE  
COLD CAST PORCELAIN 11” x 7”  £475

Click here to purchase your copies

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/limiteds/doug-hyde/two-cats-are-better-than-one-resin


The spark of a great idea is 
the most exciting part of the 
creative process and sketching 
out the image in my head, 
however rough, is the most 
important part of the process.

For me, in some ways the majority of 
the hard work goes into the charcoal 
sketches before I actually set about 
creating the final artwork. They form a 
set of visual notes for me which give life 
to the initial idea, but also, after refining 
and rethinking, serve as a complete 
model for the finished artwork. Every 

image hanging in somebody’s living room 
began with an idea which I visualised 
in my head and then translated onto 
paper as a sketch, so for me the creative 
process is utterly bound up in my 
sketches.

48



THINKER
Original
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I put a huge amount of work into every collection with 
many months of preparation and sketching.
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Doug’s background in 
illustration and technical 
drawing comes across in 
these small, but vitally 
important studies. The 
clarity with which the 
original idea is expressed 
means we can see at a glance 
that they are the early 
incarnation of some of our 
favourite pieces.

Doug has 
become the 
UK’s most 
popular 
published 
artist, but every 
published piece 
begins with 
an original 
painting, and 
these are almost 
impossible to 
come by.

Working in pastels Doug has 
the freedom to engage with 
the canvas directly through 
his hands which is hugely 
important to him. From the 
sketching stage he always has 
a very definite vision of how 
the finished image should 
look, and this means he 
likes to work quickly, almost 
aggressively in the early 
stages of composition. His 
unique personal technique 
applies colour with fingers 
and thumbs, which allows 
him total control over every 
nuance. When viewed closely 
the smudges and shading 
are apparent, but they are 
so dexterously executed as 
to give total clarity to each 
image, which is one of the 
reasons why they translate 
so beautifully into limited 
edition prints.

He is now exploring the 
possibilities of working 
with watercolour. ‘Fine and 
Dandy’ is a beautiful example 
of a recent watercolour work.

The most rewarding part is 
seeing the image which was 
in my head now hanging on 
a wall.

Whitewall Galleries in association with Ultimart is 
offering one months free insurance on every purchase

With a superb range of originals and editions, new works from some 
very exciting rising stars, and now, peace of mind and security for 
your purchases, this is the perfect time to build your art collection 
with Whitewall. Extend your cover after a month to safeguard your art 
collection for life.
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Exceptional Cover for the Art Lover
FREE INTRODUCTORY OFFER

ultimart
insurance

‘Ultimart Insurance Services is a trading name of CGI Insurance Services Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). FCA registration number 310329’
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JAPAN

My first tour of Japan was in 
2008 and I have been every 
year but one since then. 
Inevitably these trips involve a 
huge amount of travelling on 
all kinds of transport but in 
Japan that just isn’t a problem. 
Public transport is absolutely 
on time - to the second – and 
everywhere is spotless! Kikue 
is my travelling companion and 
when I arrive at Narita airport 
she is there to whisk me off to 
my first gallery. Without her 
the trip would be impossible as 
it’s such a busy country and the 
tube stations make London’s 
look like quiet little stations in 
one of the smaller villages. Also 
my Japanese is not great, so 

travelling on my own would be 
out of the question.

I have been all over Japan and 
found that one thing that is 
consistent is the people. You 
could not visit a friendlier nation; 
everyone is incredibly welcoming, 
polite and friendly, and they will 
bend over backwards to help you. 
There are a lot of fun experiences 
to be had and the hot springs are 
one of the highlights. This is a 
fantastic way to unwind following 
a day of travelling and meeting 
people in galleries. It took me a 
while to get used to the spa dress 
code (or non dress code) but 
when in Rome…..!

“Despite an 
obvious language 
barrier between 
myself and my 
collectors, there 
is an instant 
connection with 
my work.”

BIG IN

WHEN DOUG TOOK HIS FIRST STEPS AS A 

PROFESSIONAL ARTIST HE HAD NO IDEA 

HOW FAR HE WAS GOING TO TRAVEL…
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Once we arrive at a gallery, Kikue is 
by my side to translate. I do wonder 
if now and then the description of 
what is behind the artwork gets a 
bit lost, but we are a great team. A 
picture speaks a thousand words, and 
although Kikue is beside me ready 
to tell me their story I can often tell 
by the expression or enthusiasm in 
people’s voices what they mean. 

On my first trip I told Kikue that as 
long as I am fed I am happy, so now 
she stops at cafes and restaurants 
constantly. By day 10 I am fit to burst 
but continue accepting every meal - 
and she always insists on giving me 
half of hers! Although the hotels offer 
European food I tend to watch what 
the locals are having and copy them. 
Each year we stay at some traditional 
hotels which serve sensational six 
or seven course meals full of small 
delicacies. As you would expect the 
fish is incredible – this year I had the 
best sushi I had ever eaten in Osaka. It 
looked like a piece of art on the plate 
too, although not for long. 

My Japanese collectors are a wide 
range of people exactly as they are 
in the UK - from babies and toddlers 
receiving their first print for their 
bedroom, to the very elderly and 
everyone in between. One thing 
that has been hard to get my head 
around is the small dogs that are 
carried around in handbags with their 
heads poking out. They are allowed 
everywhere and are immaculate in 
sparkly collars or with a bright bow 
in their hair. The collectors are very 
keen for me to meet them and pose 
with them for photos! Another quirk is 
that the Japanese find shaking hands 
hilarious – what with them laughing 
and me bowing, saying goodbye can 
take a while!

Art can speak in     

       any language
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As a family we have 
been overwhelmed with 
the generosity of the 
Japanese people. The 
staff and the collectors 
are all so kind giving me 
gifts to bring back home 
- I need to take a spare 
bag for my return trip.
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Meeting Doug on tour is a fantastic 
experience. He is a warm and 
inspirational individual who, despite his 
phenomenal success has kept both feet 
firmly on the ground. He still produces 
every piece as artwork for a reason, 
usually related to his family, his friends, 
his pets, or people and ideas he loves or 
admires. 

Each piece therefore has a story and this 
is part of Doug’s ability to charm and 
disarm us. Stories of shared experiences 
are what connects us to one another, 
and in a world where art can seem like 
a detached and rather emotionless 
construct, Doug’s work continues 
to speak directly to the emotions of 
his audience. The love, joy, affection, 
humour or sympathy reaches out to 
us from each individual piece in a way 

that is almost impossible to resist, and 
this is perhaps what makes him one 
of the most successful artists on the 
contemporary scene.

Contact your local gallery to find 
out about forthcoming events.

T O  A  G A L L E R Y 
N E A R  Y O U . . .

COMING  
SOON
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Contact the gallery to discuss the opportunity to invest in

COLLECTABLE EDITIONS, ORIGINAL SKETCHES 
AND ORIGINAL PAINTINGS.

HOLD ON TIGHT    28” x 21”    £695
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Click here to purchase your copy

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/limiteds/doug-hyde/hold-on-tight-paper


https://www.whitewallgalleries.com

