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welcome
Welcome to the new edition of the 

Whitewall Magazine. This month we 

are proud to announce the opening 

of two superb new galleries and to 

introduce you to some outstanding 

new artists as well as three of our 

lovely Whitewall team. Reading 

through all the news, I was struck 

by the lovely contributions that 

two of our artists have made to 

charitable causes close to their hearts, and am delighted to 

have been able to support their efforts through Whitewall. I 

was also particularly impressed by some of the people who 

have been totally inspired by our artist’s work – look out for 

the article about Simon Kenny, and also Sherree Valentine 

Daines’s champagne moment. 

Enjoy the news…

Helen Swaby

CEO

HIGHLIGHTS...

This month we bring a host of exciting events, new artwork, 

gallery openings and much more…
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WHEN CHAMPAGNE BOLLINGER COMMISSIONED SHERREE TO CREATE A 
PAINTING TO ILLUSTRATE A QUINTESSENTIAL MOMENT OF THE SUMMER 
SEASON, THEY MADE AN INSPIRED CHOICE.

Renowned for her masterly evocations of some of the 

most beautiful elements of British life,  Sherree’s name is 

synonymous with the social whirl of the summer season, and 

the very best things that life has to offer – was ever an artist 

and a brand more prefectly matched?

Now in its third year as Official Champagne of Royal Ascot, 

Champagne Bollinger has been involved with the Royal 

Meeting for over one hundred years, and chose to partner 

Sherree due to the special significance the Royal Meeting 

holds for the artist; having visited for the first time as a child, 

she was captivated by the pageantry and tradition, as well as 

the excitement and extravagance of contemporary fashion. 

Sherree said:  “I am overjoyed to be working with Bollinger 

on this commission as it brings together two of my favourite 

things, the social season and Champagne! A bottle shared 

between friends is such an exquisite pleasure. And of 

course Royal Ascot is one of the highlights of British 

summertime. Ostensibly about the racing, there are so many 

other elements to it; the Royal Family, exquisite millinery, 

Champagne (Bollinger, of course!) and, with luck, glorious 

British summer weather.”  (Well, perhaps not this year…)

The exquisite society image, painted exclusively for 

Champagne Bollinger, was unveiled this summer in time for 

Royal Ascot 2016, and is being used as the centrepiece of 

Bollinger’s summer campaign, appearing in selected titles 

including Tatler, Condé Nast Traveller, Harper’s Bazaar, The 

Daily Telegraph, Esquire and several County Life magazines.

&SHERREE   CHAMPAGNE
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“WAS EVER AN ARTIST AND A BRAND MORE PERFECTLY MATCHED?”

Click here to view Sherree’s latest elegant collection.

Jérôme Philipon, President of Champagne Bollinger, said 

“To find an artist who can accurately and charmingly 

portray the social whirl of both the British summertime 

and Royal Ascot, the crowning glory of Bollinger’s 

sponsorships, is a truly rare thing. Sherree’s talent and 

intimate knowledge of this world means we will shortly be 

able to unveil two captivating artistic campaign images for 

Bollinger, the likes of which we have never used before.” 

It doesn’t get much more glamorous than Champagne 

Bollinger, but Sherree’s summer has also included 

meeting Prince Albert in Monaco.  She was there to attend 

a Born Free Foundation event with her daughter Lettice.  

Sherree has a long association with the Foundation, and 

on this occasion she painted a stunning leopard for them 

to auction.

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/new-releases/sherree-valentine-daines
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whitewall  
heads south

Whitewall Galleries was created to make the amazing world of contemporary art accessible 

to everyone. Our intention has always been to introduce our gallery concept in some of the UK’s 

most vibrant urban locations, but to contain the growth of the group to ensure that our artwork, 

atmosphere and service remain personal, customer focused and of the highest quality. 

The response of collectors has been overwhelming and your passion has driven our growth throughout 

the country, enabling us to offer unparalleled inspiration on your doorstep. Each stylish and elegant 

gallery venue provides a gateway to a world of exceptional contemporary artwork, presented in a 

luxurious setting within a warm and sociable atmosphere. 

Click here to view all Whitewall Gallery locations.

WE ARE EXTREMELY EXCITED TO HAVE OPENED OUR DOORS IN 
WINCHESTER AND BRISTOL THIS SUMMER - TWO BEAUTIFUL 
SETTINGS FOR TWO STUNNING WHITEWALL GALLERIES!

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/locate
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whitewall bristol
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Cribbs Causeway in Bristol is one of the country’s most exciting shopping areas and this June we 

were delighted to open a large, modern Whitewall right at the heart of the centre. We installed a new 

floor in order to double our viewing space, and the gallery has already attracted hundreds of visitors. 

Cribbs Causeway is famous for its scale, diversity and the quality of the experience it provides for 

shoppers, and now, complete with a Whitewall Galleries, it is a fantastic destination for art lovers 

from across the south west.

This autumn the team will be welcoming two huge names into the gallery – in September, Irish artist 

and adventurer Philip Gray, and then in November, multi award winning master of the cityscape, 

Henderson Cisz. Both will be unveiling new collections of their stunning original work, and will be 

signing purchases made on the day.

LOWER LEVEL, THE MALL, CRIBBS CAUSEWAY
BRISTOL, AVON, BS34 5DG

continued >>

Click here for more details of these exciting events. 

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/events


whitewall winchester
8 MARKET STREET , WINCHESTER,
HAMPSHIRE, SO23 9EP
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Situated at the western end of the South Downs on the River Itchen, the beautiful Roman city of 

Winchester is the home of our newest Whitewall. The huge gothic cathedral and famous college are 

both world renowned for their architecture and history, but nowadays the city is a thriving and 

vibrant centre for arts and culture, shopping and entertainment. 

The gallery is in a charming old two storey building on the pedestrianised walkway between the 

High Street and the cathedral – the perfect spot to stop off and enjoy two floors of award winning 

contemporary art over a cup of coffee. The team at the gallery are looking forward to getting to know 

the area’s art lovers, so do drop in, introduce yourself and register for invitations to our forthcoming 

events.

Click here to view Whitewall’s latest collections. 

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/inspire/spring-16-new-releases
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COME AND MEET

Click here for full details and tour dates.

DANIELLE O’CONNOR AKIYAMA THIS SEPTEMBER AT THE LAUNCH OF SKY POEMS

We are proud and privileged to host a solo exhibition from 

world renowned artist Danielle O’Connor Akiyama in selected 

Whitewall Galleries. The Florence Biennale President’s 

Choice artist will be joining us to unveil ‘Sky Poems’, a new 

exhibition of Original Paintings and Collectable Canvas 

Editions. She will also present her new ‘Studio Collection’, a 

trio of vibrant impressions limited to an edition of 75, which 

she has created exclusively for guests who attend this event.

Poetry uses words to interpret and express experiences 

or concepts which might otherwise be hidden from us. 

Similarly, Danielle uses painting to express a world of ideas 

and emotions in a way that can both move and entrance us, 

and with this collection, uplift and inspire us. Her father was 

both a sailor and a pilot and it was he who taught her to 

‘read the sky’ when she was a child. He showed her how to 

interpret each portent of change, and how to appreciate the 

constant unfolding narrative above us.  These conversations 

created a lifelong passion and fascination for the subject, 

and Danielle describes her beautiful new works “a homage 

to the sky”.

Retail Gallery Director Rebecca Ball says: “This important 

exhibition represents one of the largest and most diverse 

collections of Danielle’s paintings ever to be shown in this 

country. It offers collectors a unique opportunity to acquire 

new works at a time when her work is in huge demand. 

She is a warm and charming guest and we look forward to 

introducing her to all our new friends in the area. ”

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/event/akiyama-sept-tour
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OVER THE LAST YEAR OUR CREATIVE TEAM HAS SIGNED 
A NUMBER OF OUTSTANDING NEW NAMES TO THE 

WHITEWALL PORTFOLIO

17continued >> 17

the growing portfolio

In the last edition we showcased some stunning wildlife and abstract work from two of these 

new additions, Sarah Stokes and Frances Ackland Snow. This month we are looking at something 

completely different. At the height of holiday season, we are taking a trip to Scotland, as seen through 

the eyes of Tom Barron and David Body, Camilla Dowse creates stunning urban landscapes from her 

travels and James Bartholomew inspires us with his beautiful seascape and landscape paintings.  

All of which are making a name for themselves across the country.



Tom’s thoughtful and romantic work captures the Scottish landscape in a raw, natural way, depicting 

the light, climate and beauty of his home with authenticity and power. He travels regularly to paint, 

working ‘en plein air’ and gathering source material in the form of painted studies and photographs 

– trips which often reveal an unexpected or particularly beautiful view, the beginning of an idea 

for a series, or just the perfect composition for a painting. He has an impressive coterie of private 

collectors including actress and comedienne Dorothy Paul, actors Denis Lawson and  Jennifer Black, 

and the Late Sir James Kaiser. 

Tom paints in oils on canvas ‘alla prima’ (Italian for ‘first attempt’) with a loose impasto technique by 

which layers of wet paint are applied directly over each other. This is a spontaneous way of working 

which allows paint to be mixed, applied and worked together on the canvas whilst still wet, giving 

interesting and dramatic effects, and he creates each work individually over one lengthy sitting.  

18

Click here to experience Tom’s Scotland. 

A SENSE OF PLACE - TOM BARRON

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/originals/tom-barron
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James is a man of many passions and it is the things he loves that he chooses to immortalise on canvas – the 

Langdales at dawn, a crumbling Venetian façade, the gentle face of a Jersey Cow, the roiling waves of Skye – 

creating art that is by turns uplifting and inspirational. This wonderful affinity with his chosen subjects has 

won him considerable acclaim in recent years, and we are proud and privileged to include his work in the new 

season’s portfolio.

James works in a distinctive combination of pastel and watercolour, using spontaneous gestural marks and 

sweeping strokes. This combines with his energetic technique to animate the moving subjects of his paintings, 

be they crashing waves, scudding clouds, or simply some sheep ambling though a field.

A member of the Royal Society of Marine Artists and the Manchester Academy of Fine Art, he has won may 

notable awards and has undertaken commissions for clients as diverse as Sunday Times, the BBC, the British 

Tourist Authority, Bonhams and Christie’s. His seascape and landscape paintings have been awarded the 

Charles Pears Award and the Sir Peter Scott Award.

Click here to view new works from this major award winning artist.

DIVERSE NARRATIVES FROM JAMES BARTHOLOMEW

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/originals/james-bartholomew
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After 30 years as a professional potter running his own studio and gallery, Inverness based artist 

David Body turned to painting in 2004. The Highlands of Scotland are his main source of inspiration; 

landscape, light and weather are all important to him and feature strongly in many of his paintings. 

David was trained as an illustrator and graphic designer, and his paintings are becoming increasingly 

graphic in style, with interesting and often unexpected use of colour to describe each mesmerising 

scene.

David recently spent some time on the western Isle of Barra. As one of the most southerly islands 

in the Outer Hebrides with golden beaches, a rugged interior and a population of 1100, Barra was 

the perfect place to commune with the landscape undisturbed and David has produced a stunning 

collection of work as a result of his trip. He has held successful exhibitions in Scotland and England. 

Click here to see David’s contemporary take on an ancient landscape.

AWAY FROM IT ALL WITH DAVID BODY

23

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/originals/david-body
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Camilla uses a refined palette of soft colours to create quiet and contemplative urban landscapes. In 

her serene and calming paintings, towns and cities become unpopulated, the streets deserted, the 

buildings abandoned. Her artist’s eye is caught by such small, overlooked architectural details as an 

ornate cornice, a rusting fire escape, a piece of crumbling stonework or unusual lettering set against 

a faded Victorian façade. All these appear in her work, but their everyday nature is elevated by her 

exceptional gift subtly dusting each scene with sunlight and shadow.

When travelling around towns and cities she takes visual notes which she then deciphers back in her 

Oxfordshire studio. These ‘notes’ may be simple drawings of shadows, shapes or details of ironwork 

and include colour suggestions which often bear no resemblance to the reference photos. A recent 

‘note’ page for example suggested the buildings would look good the colour of a mallard duck, green 

tinged with blue, and  that a shadow had a definite hint of purple.  

24

Click here to view Camilla’s collection

CAMILLA DOWSE – WINNER OF ARTIST OF THE YEAR 2014,  
ARTISTS & ILLUSTRATORS MAGAZINE

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/originals/camilla-dowse
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CAMILLA DOWSE – WINNER OF ARTIST OF THE YEAR 2014,  
ARTISTS & ILLUSTRATORS MAGAZINE

25continued >>
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OUR VERY OWN STARMAN (IT’S OFFICIAL)



https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/event/kenny-event


A work of art reflects, 

enhances and sometimes 

even magnifies the 

personality of the individual 

who owns it. 

THREE

Art encourages people 

to ask questions, 

introspect, think about 

new ideas, experience 

fresh new perspectives 

and most importantly, 

it encourages us to 

take brief moments 

out of our busy lives to 

reflect.

FOUR >>>>

Art improves our quality 

of life. All you have to do is 

think about the difference 

between a room with bare 

walls and one with walls 

full of art.

ONE

2828

Tom Butler

Rebecca Lardner



TOP 10 REASONS 
TO BUY ART

Art personalises and humanises 

the places where we live 

and work. Art revives lifeless 

interiors, homes as well as 

businesses and transforms 

them into unique, beautiful and 

engaging environments.

TWO

Art represents an investment, 

not only financially, but in our 

future and our quality of life.

FIVE >>

continued >> 29

Philip Gray

Dylan Izaak

Fabian PerezRebecca Lardner



Art provides a legacy – 

something to be treasured 

and passed on through the 

generations.

EIGHT

Children are fascinated 

by art. Art prompts 

children to ask questions 

and encourages them to 

fantasize, imagine, explore 

and expand their perceptions 

of reality, and to dream of 

unlimited possibilities. Art 

teaches children how to 

be creative and have fun 

with life and gives them 

permission to do so as well.

NINE>>

Danielle O’ Connor Akiyama

Doug Hyde

Sherree Valentine Daines

Dylan Izaak

>>
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Tom Barron

Art is a great gift. Many people 

shy away from giving art as a 

gift because it is personal and 

subjective but so are a lot of 

other things people give as gifts. 

Giving art is a brave choice, but 

is also one of the most original, 

thoughtful and fun things you 

can gift.

SEVEN

Art allows people to express their 

individuality and to represent 

their beliefs, feelings, hopes, 

convictions and philosophies.

SIX

of reality, and to dream of 

unlimited possibilities. Art 

teaches children how to 

be creative and have fun 

with life and gives them 

permission to do so as well.

Danielle O’ Connor Akiyama

Art stimulates 

conversation, dialogue and 

interchange even between 

total strangers who 

might never otherwise 

say a single word to each 

other. It gives people 

permission to share 

thoughts, feelings, ideas 

and impressions that they 

might not ordinarily share.

TEN >>

Craig Alan

>>
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SOMETIMES OWNING A PIECE OF ART BY AN ARTIST WE LOVE JUST ISN’T 
QUITE ENOUGH AND WE NEED TO KNOW MORE. IN THIS MONTH’S 
OFF THE WALL WE TAKE A LOOK AT THE LATEST NEW BOOKS IN THE 
WHITEWALL LIBRARY, WHICH OFFER AN INSIGHT INTO THE WORLD OF 
THE ARTIST AND THEIR LIFE AND CAREER.

Click here to view new works from Zinsky 

 
WALL

continued >>

O F F  T H E

    Zinsky: 100 Sketches in 100 Days 

Earlier this year, Zinsky undertook a monumental 

challenge to raise funds for the charity Marie 

Curie, a cause which is particularly close to his 

heart. His extraordinary accomplishment was to 

create 100 iconic portraits in 100 days. featuring 

the All Time Top 100 Movie Characters as voted for 

by the readers of Empire Magazine.

This stunning collection was then collated into 

a beautiful hardback collectors book. Every 

piece purchased from the ‘Empire Collection’ 

benefits the charity, and is accompanied by a 

complimentary copy of the book, which includes 

all 100 pieces. 

Zinsky has built a unique reputation for his 

exceptional celebrity images, which plunder the 

archives from the comic books of the 1930s, via 

the vintage chic of the ‘50s and ‘60s to the famous 

and infamous of the present day. All life is here 

in this remarkable collection, which embraces 

heroes and superheroes, villains and arch-villains, 

animations, animals and even computers. Including 

pen and ink sketches, charcoals and oil paintings, 

it demonstrates Zinsky’s versatility, confidence, 

skill and a raw talent that is completely natural. 

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/new-releases/zinsky


https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/new-releases/dylan-izaak
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From the Left: Caroline Price - Surrey Hills,  

Tim Volans - Whitewall Guildford, Helen Naisby - Cherry Trees  

Tania Cantoni - Cherry Trees.



It’s all in a good cause 
at whitewall guildford

Part art exhibition, part mass charity event, the CowParade invites charities to sponsor a cow which 

they decorate and display to raise their profile. The cows are then auctioned off in a fundraising 

extravaganza.

Cherry Moo, sponsored by local charity Cherry Trees, has found herself an unexpectedly luxurious 

grazing spot. Cherry Trees has a longstanding relationship with leading modern impressionist artist 

Sherree Valentine Daines, and Sherree arranged for her to spend June and July at Whitewall Galleries 

in Guildford.

The charity says: “Cherry Moo is enjoying being at Whitewall Galleries in Guildford and relishing all the 

attention she is receiving.  We are grateful both to the gallery and to Sherree Valentine Daines who 

is one of the UK’s most collectable contemporary artists and such a dedicated supporter of Cherry 

Trees. Sherree introduced us to the gallery and helped us to secure such a lovely grazing spot for 

Cherry Moo!”

Our Guildford team have enjoyed their foray into farming! Collectors and visitors to the gallery came 

to look at this extraordinary piece of hand decorated artwork, and it was a wonderful way to raise the 

profile of the charity which provides a home from home environment for children and young people 

in need of respite care and life assistance. 

37

THIS SUMMER HAS SEEN AN EXTRAORDINARY HERD OF 
COWS STAMPEDING THROUGH SURREY IN THE BUILD UP 

TO THE COUNTY’S ANNUAL COWPARADE. 

Click here to find out more www.cherry-trees.co.uk

http://www.cherry-trees.co.uk/
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IT’S OFFICIAL

Click here for all tour dates.

WITH THE RELEASE OF THE FIRST EDITION OF HIS OFFICIAL MAGAZINE, 
DOUG REFLECTS ON HIS LIFE AND CAREER AND EXCLUSIVELY REVEALS 
HIS AUTUMN TOUR DATES.

2016 has been a great year so far. Although this is my 13th 

year as a published artist, I still have the enthusiasm, energy 

and passion that I did when I published my very first limited 

edition in 2002. Obviously my life has changed and moved on 

a lot in these years and my work had evolved and changed 

to reflect this. 

I genuinely love what I do and I realise how lucky I am every 

day to get such enjoyment from my work. But it is when an 

artwork I have created for a personal reason has meaning 

and impact for a complete stranger that I enjoy it the most. 

I know collectors often respond with smiles and laughter, 

sometimes tears, sometimes even both, and it touches me 

that something I created for my own pleasure or to express 

a particular emotion has been able to connect with other 

people and give them that same feeling.

When I  look back at my career, it is this emotional connection 

with collectors that gives me the greatest satisfaction. 

I am delighted to announce that this autumn I will be touring 

the UK to launch my exciting new collection of original 

paintings and limited editions which I am particularly proud 

of. I don’t want to give too much away but there is something 

for everyone!

I look forward to sharing my inspiration behind the new 

collection at a Whitewall Gallery near you!

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/event/doug-hyde
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND CAREER OF ‘THE MAN BEHIND THE SMILE’

www.twitter.com/wwgalleriesWWW.WHITEWALLGALLERIES.COMwww.facebook.com/whitewallgalleries

Click here to view the magazine in full 

http://www.twitter.com/wwgalleries
http://www.whitewallgalleries.com/
http://www.facebook.com/whitewallgalleries
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unique opportunities

Finding an original painting by your favourite artist can be a major challenge. Here at Whitewall we 

have lengthy waiting lists for new work by many of our artists which can be frustrating for collectors, 

but the nature of an original work is of course that it has been lovingly hand created, and this is a 

process which can take weeks or months.

The best way to keep on top of what’s out there is to drop by the gallery on a regular basis or register 

your interest with us, as this will allow us to let you know when something comes in that might be of 

interest. We can help you find just what you’re looking for, or perhaps surprise you with something 

you haven’t seen before, and secure the perfect piece to start or build your art collection.

This month we are featuring highly expressive Russian colourist Maya Eventov and leading British 

impressionist Carl Scanes.

Click here to view our collection of original artwork.

AN ORIGINAL WORK OF ART IS, BY ITS VERY NATURE, UNIQUE.  
THIS MEANS THAT AN ORIGINAL BY YOUR FAVOURITE ARTIST 
CAN BE ELUSIVE, ESPECIALLY WHEN THAT ARTIST’S WORK IS 
HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER.

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/inspire/original-artists
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maya eventov
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Her distinctive technique of painting and etching builds up each composition over several weeks and 

she creates a mesmerising vocabulary of texture and nuance. Her bold, painterly artistic statements 

are intricately detailed, but when viewed from afar the combination of colours and textures falls into 

sharp relief and depicts a natural ‘earthy’ image.

Born in Russia in 1964, Maya began her formal artistic training in the art schools of Leningrad, but 

she says that her real artistic education was formed over the many hours she spent at the Hermitage 

Museum. After attending the Leningrad High College of Art and Design, she worked as a designer 

before setting up her own studio as an independent fine artist. She emigrated to Canada in 1990 and 

her work has since been greeted with worldwide acclaim.

MAYA’S ATMOSPHERIC SILVER BIRCHES AND FLORALS VIBRATE 
WITH LIGHT AND COLOUR, AND CALL TO MIND A STAINED 
GLASS WINDOW LIT FROM BEHIND BY DAZZLING SUNLIGHT. 

continued >>

Click here to view more from Maya Eventov

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/originals/maya-eventov


carl scanes
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Born in London in 1964, Carl received his early artistic training from his father, himself an abstract 

artist, and after graduating from the Holborn Central School of Art he became a professional painter 

at the extraordinarily young age of 18. His first solo exhibition took place in Copenhagen in 1984; it 

was successful enough to confirm that he had chosen the right path and his career flourished. Then 

seven years later he made a trip which was to have a huge impact on all his future work, visiting 

Monet’s famous home at Giverney. He began to take a more impressionistic approach and created a 

series of editions celebrating some beautiful views of the artist’s house and gardens.

His interest in flowers continued and he painted extensively in his wife Jane’s garden in Surrey. He 

also developed a passion for wild flowers and woodlands, and over time his style evolved into what it 

is today. His work is now highly sought-after on both side of the Atlantic, and his international array of 

collectors includes Billy Bragg and the Earl and Countess of Bradford, as well as the late Jack Palance 

and Benazir Bhutto.

CARL SCANES HAS BUILT A REPUTATION AS ONE OF THE 
COUNTRY’S LEADING IMPRESSIONIST ARTISTS. HIS BEAUTIFUL 
PAINTINGS OF WILD FLOWERS IN THEIR NATURAL HABITAT 
HAS WON HIM BOTH POPULAR AND CRITICAL ACCLAIM IN 
THE UK AND THE UNITED STATES. 

Click here to view more from Carl Scanes.

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/about/carl-scanes
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Doug Hyde at  
CarFest 2016

This year, once again, Doug Hyde teamed up with BMW to design the Children In Need Mini Car Wrap. 

The car design was named ‘Carma’. Doug explains: “The swirls were specifically used for this artwork 

as it is a good way to show that what goes around comes around. The character adds a bit of fun to 

this and helps show this message in an  understated way. This for me sums up what we all are doing 

in the UK each year for Children In Need. We are giving something back, it is a good feeling to help 

others. Treat others how you want to be treated- Karma”.

47

THE BRAINCHILD OF PRESENTER CHRIS EVANS, CARFEST 
PRESENTS A UNIQUE AND FABULOUSLY ECLECTIC MIX OF 

MUSIC, CARS AND FUN WHICH RAISES MONEY FOR BBC 
CHILDREN IN NEED. 

Click here to view ‘Pudsey’  

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists/limiteds/doug-hyde/pudsey-paper
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meet the team

 

In the five years before joining Whitewall 

Galleries I qualified as an engineer and went on 

to sell professional camera equipment. This may 

seem an unlikely beginning for an art consultant, 

but I had always been a creative person and had 

loved going to galleries and exhibitions, so when 

the chance to work for Whitewall came my way 

I jumped at the career change, and have never 

looked back.

Take 5

What has been your best moment at Whitewall?

I think the best moment would be winning Art 

Consultant of the year in my first full year. I had 

no idea it was coming but it made for a fantastic 

night and close to the year. 

Who is your role model?

Justin Vernon (of Bon Iver). Every single thing 

that the man touches turns to gold, in a musical 

sense anyway. 

Who was the first artist you met and what was 

that like?

I met Danielle O’Connor Akiyama on my second 

day and it was an absolute whirlwind. Danielle 

is an amazingly thoughtful person and her work 

is full of fascinating symbolism. Meeting her and 

talking to her helped me to understand what she 

and her work were all about, and made it a real 

pleasure to sell.

What car would you like to be driving in five 

years?

I’d like to think that I’ll be in something sensible 

like an Audi or BMW but the likelihood is that I’ll 

be screaming round in a Subaru…

Who or what makes you laugh the most?

My cat, Lion. She’s insane. Every time I send an 

email into HQ I attach a photo or video of her 

being silly!

TIM VOLANS, ART 
CONSULTANT AT 
WHITEWALL GUILDFORD.

WE ARE INCREDIBLY PROUD OF OUR GALLERY TEAM WHICH 
IS MADE UP OF INSPIRATIONAL AND KNOWLEDGEABLE 
INDIVIDUALS. THIS MONTH WE HAVE ASKED THREE 
WHITEWALLERS TO TELL US A LITTLE BIT ABOUT THEIR LIFE 
IN THE GALLERY AND BEYOND…
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Before I joined the Whitewall family, I had worked 

my way up the retail and then sales management 

ladders, eventually starting up my own business. 

On my first day at Whitewall however, I wished 

I had joined them years ago. I had worked in 

many different business environments, but had 

never received the fantastic level of support 

and training I have received here. The belief 

and enthusiasm of people in the company is 

contagious - it’s a great place to be. 

We are blessed with some of the most beautiful 

art from some of the world’s best loved artists, 

we work in a stylish and exciting environment 

alongside a funloving but dedicated team of 

people. I would have to say that for the first time 

in my life, it is a genuine pleasure to come to 

work. My job is all about making people smile, 

and that makes you feel good!

Take 5

Who was the first artist you met?

Danielle O’Connor Akiyama. Wow, what a beautiful 

person she is! I spent the evening just listening 

to her: inspirational, innocent, intoxicating!

Which artist would you most like to invite to a 

gallery event?

That’s a tricky one to answer. Doug Hyde is an 

amazing artist to meet as he has such a huge 

and devoted army of collectors and the gallery 

is always crammed. A great favourite of mine 

Timmy Mallett too, as he is just such a nice guy, 

full of fun and energy and always very giving with 

the clients. 

Which artist would you most like to paint your 

portrait? 

That would have to be Todd White, the coolest 

artist on the planet!!!

What is the best holiday you have ever had? 

The most important people in my life are my 

family, my wife Laura, two boys Henry and 

Oliver, and Fleur the dog. I couldn’t do this job 

without their loving support. Time with them is 

so precious; our last holiday was on the Lizard 

Peninsula in Cornwall and it was heaven.

What has been your most interesting home 

approval? 

This was with a couple who had just moved into 

a modern barn conversion. They had very little 

art already so I took a car full of more than 

30 pictures. After a few hours, they bought 12! 

Since that memorable day they have of course 

become VIP friends of the gallery and we have a 

great relationship. They recently added the 40th 

piece to their art collection.

EDWARD WILLIAMSON, GALLERY MANAGER 
 WHITEWALL SALISBURY.
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I would describe my career at Whitewall as being 

full of challenges and opportunities. Whitewall 

has allowed me to learn, grow and perform at a 

level I never thought I would within the space of 

just less than two years.

My life before Whitewall had two main influences; 

a Criminology degree that I completed in 2014 and 

alongside that a career in interior design that I 

had been developing since I was 17. I worked 

for four years for an independent company and 

learned a lot about how to communicate with 

people, get to the bottom of what they really 

wanted for their homes  and then provide it for 

them. This was a fantastic grounding for my 

career as an Art Consultant – the criminology 

degree, not so much………!                                                                    

To have access to such incredible collections of 

artwork, a varied and challenging to do list and 

a vibrant and fast paced environment makes for  

a great working life. The clients, colleagues and 

artists I have met have provided me with a huge 

array of different inspirations and made working 

for Whitewall a fulfilling experience.

Take 5

Who was the first artist you met and what was 

that like?

The first artist I met was Philip Gray. I thought he 

was brilliant and his live-demo was spectacular. 

After the event I loved his work even more 

as I truly believed in his talents and genuine 

inspirations for his artwork. For that reason I felt 

I represented him more strongly with our clients 

as I felt so much more in touch with the artist 

himself.

What has been your best moment at Whitewall?

There have been so many ‘best moments’! 

Successful events always leave you on a high 

when you’ve worked really hard with your team 

to create the guest-list and hang the exhibition. 

Whenever you get that amazing buzz in the 

gallery I love it!

What’s the best holiday you’ve ever been on?

I travelled alone to work in Costa Rica for a month 

in a deprived children’s home when I was 18- not 

so much a holiday but it was a one-off experience 

and it influenced me hugely!.

What car would you like to be driving in five 

years?

I’m not a car lover so a rusty three-wheeler 

would not offend me.

Who or what makes you laugh the most?

My friends make me laugh, all of them, mainly 

when we are laughing at ourselves and the 

ridiculous situations we land ourselves in. Self-

deprecating humour is the finest…don’t take 

yourself too seriously.

KATHERINE FORSYTH, GALLERY MANAGER,  
WHITEWALL HARROGATE
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TOUGH GUYS
THE WHITEWALL TEAM TAKE ON TOUGH MUDDER

At Whitewall Galleries we offer unparalleled inspiration 

through the world of contemporary fine art. Over the years 

we have helped literally thousands of people to become 

art collectors or to expand an existing collection, often in 

unexpected new directions.

But what about the people who inspire us?

There are many of these from within the world of art and 

beyond, so we decided to give a little something back to 

some of the everyday heroes whose bravery inspires us on 

a daily basis. But instead of an art auction we thought this 

time, we’d make it personal. And muddy.

So this August, we  put together a team of our toughest 

and most dedicated Whitewallers. These brave souls, which 

included Directors, Area Managers, Gallery Managers, Art 

Consultants, and Head Office staff from across the country, 

entered the South West Tough Mudder to raise funds for Help 

for Heroes, a charity which is close to many of our hearts.

The gruelling 10 mile extreme obstacle course is designed 

to drag people out of their comfort zone by testing their 

physical strength, stamina and mental grit. With no podiums, 

winners or clocks to race against, it’s not about how fast the 

team crosses the finishing line. Rather, it’s a challenge that 

emphasises teamwork, camaraderie and triumphing over 

adversity by supporting each other through 12 miles of mud!

Scaling sheer walls, swimming through icy water, lifting your 

own bodyweight….these are just a few of the challenges 

that faced our intrepid fundraisers, but their brilliant 

teamwork pulled them through in high style, and the whole 

team completed the course successfully and all with huge 

smiles on their grimy faces.

Our just giving page is still open if you would like to make a 

donation to this worthwhile cause: https://www.justgiving.

com/fundraising/Whitewall-Galleries-Tough-Mudder

Help for Heroes provides direct, practical support for 

wounded, injured and sick Service Personnel, Veterans and 

their loved ones. Their aim is to inspire and enable those 

who have made sacrifices on our behalf to achieve their 

full potential. To date they have helped over 4,000 Veterans 

and military personnel - and their families - through their 

network of Recovery Centres.

https://www.justgiving/


face to face with whitewall

Visit facebook.com/WhitewallGalleries and like us to 

ensure you know everything that’s going on – from artist 

events, exhibitions and new artwork collections to exclusive 

sneak previews and amazing competitions.

We also share all our event photos - our latest artist 

tours featured two of our artists from across the pond - 

Todd White and Fabian Perez, and Jennifer Hogwood who  

had a guest appearence in our gallery on board Ventura.   

Here is a small collection of recent photos...
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Click here to see more event imagery.

GET THE LOWDOWN ON ALL THINGS WHITEWALL VIA OUR FACEBOOK PAGE. 

https://www.facebook.com/whitewallgalleries/photos/?tab=albums
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www.whitewallgalleries.comLike us on… Follow us on…

http://www.whitewallgalleries.com/
http://www.facebook.com/whitewallgalleries
http://www.twitter.com/wwgalleries


www.whitewallgalleries.com

www.facebook.com/whitewallgalleries  |  www.twitter.com/wwgalleries

VISIT US ONLINE

http://www.whitewallgalleries.com/
http://www.facebook.com/whitewallgalleries
http://www.twitter.com/wwgalleries

