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The Gallery Guide: Introduction

Our New Year’s resolution for 2017 is to make the Whitewall 

Galleries experience more diverse, more exciting, and 

most of all, more accessible to art lovers across the UK.  

Our events team has worked long and hard to ensure that 

every part of the country will have its share of exclusive 

exhibitions, private views, celebrity artist appearances 

and early access to new releases.

In the first three months of the year, Whitewall Galleries 

in the north of England will be inviting you to come and 

meet major artists from the UK and beyond including 

distinguished British colourist Jeffrey Pratt and one of the 

country’s most celebrated and sought after living artists 

Mackenzie Thorpe.

Our monthly events calendar will allow you to keep track 

of what’s happening in your area, and we have also 

included a full listing of our forthcoming new releases.

We look forward to welcoming you.

Click here to register for our upcoming events.

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/events
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Events

Friday 13th January, 6 - 8PM, Knutsford.

We are thrilled that distinguished British colourist 

Jeffrey Pratt will be making a rare personal appearance 

at Whitewall Galleries in Knutsford this January. Jeffrey 

will be opening a new exhibition of work which reveals 

a bold and confident hand at work. His  courageous, 

almost reckless handling of the paint, his extraordinary 

colouristic vocabulary and his fearlessness bring 

immense drama to each work, yet conversely his 

technical discipline, stylistic restraint and unique 

grasp of nuance renders each painting a masterpiece. 

Jeffrey’s  paintings have been exhibited in many 

prestigious galleries from the USA to Singapore and 

the West Indies, and his collectors include influential 

Jewellery designer Elizabeth Gage and celebrity chef 

Rick Stein. His London exhibitions include a major one 

man show at Lloyds of London - a red carpet event which 

was personally arranged by the chairman of Lloyds 

(himself a collector).

Jeffrey Pratt: In Attendance

Saturday 28th January, 1 - 3PM, Leeds. 

Working as an artist since 1989, Mackenzie has created 

one of the most recognisable and acclaimed oeuvres 

in contemporary art. His original paintings, published 

works and sculptures are held in private and corporate 

collections across the globe, from Japan to Australia, 

from the USA to New Zealand, as well as Europe and 

the UK. His collectors include famous names from the 

worlds of sport, music, film, politics and royalty. He 

has also undertaken many prestigious commissions 

for clients ranging from The Andre Agassi Foundation 

and the Elton John Aids Foundation to Princess Anne 

and William Hague. We are hugely honoured and excited 

that Mackenzie will be joining us personally to introduce 

his major new collection ‘Out of the Shadows’. Striking 

and distinctive, these beautiful artworks fuse flawless 

simplicity with an unerring complexity, weaving spells 

that bewitch us in a way which goes beyond the visual 

and strike at the heart of our emotions. 

Mackenzie Thorpe: In Attendance
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Coming This January

There’s something about Doug Hyde that sets him apart 

from any other artist working in Britain today - an 

element of uniqueness that has made him the UK’s best-

selling and, more importantly, best-loved artist. It’s not 

just the inspirational nature of the images, the engaging 

spontaneity of the execution, the charm and humour 

of the subjects, or the deceptively skilful deployment 

of form and colour; what really makes Doug’s work so 

special is the emotional energy which he puts in at every 

stage of composition. The love, joy, affection, humour or 

sympathy reaches out to us from each individual piece 

in a way that is almost impossible to resist, and this is 

what makes him one of the most successful artists on 

the contemporary scene.

Doug Hyde

Sam’s premier UK collection marked a landmark in 

her career and she has become one of the UK’s most 

exciting rising stars. Sam has forged a highly individual 

approach which has grown and changed over the years 

into a loose, dynamic and recognisable style. Her modern 

and stylish take on classic themes is characterised by 

intricate designs, vivid colours and a strong sense of 

energy and movement. Her new collection represents 

something of a departure for her, but is sure to delight 

existing collectors and win her many new ones.

Samantha Ellis
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New Releases

Kerry Darlington is one of the most sought after and 

influential artists at work in the UK and a major figure 

on the international art scene. Her boundless creative 

gift, technical brilliance, mastery of colour and above all, 

her infinite imagination, have taken her far beyond the 

everyday and turned her into a fine art sensation. The 

haunting beauty of Kerry’s work grows from a unique 

combination of pattern, nature, energy and nostalgia. 

Her stunning three dimensional mixed media pieces 

are unmistakable in style and completely individual, 

revolving around the theme of myths and legends,  

poetry and stories. Her ‘Unique Editions’ combine print 

and original art; each one is in some way unique. She 

creates small 3D additions which are hand-worked 

individually and adhered to the print. The background 

is also hand embellished, and all the work has resin 

hand-applied. Kerry’s  work is in huge demand, and in 

2012 and again in 2014 she was named as the UK’s best-

selling published artist for her extraordinary unique 

editions.

Kerry Darlington

Each of Danielle’s exquisite paintings is the result of an 

emotionally charged experience, spontaneous and free. 

She has been working with paint for so long that she 

understands exactly how it falls and reacts when it hits 

a canvas, giving life to the image she’s creating. The 

shapes, the silhouettes, the lines and the linear contours 

of her paintings culminate in an expression of great 

emotional intensity. This intuition is something that has 

moved with her, as she has made the transition from 

watercolours to acrylics and oils. More recently, she 

has been combining traditional methods with impasto 

and using her own highly contemporary splattering 

technique. Yet her work has never lost the subtlety 

and nuances inherent in watercolour. Danielle has 

won numerous awards and accolade for her luminous 

floral and abstract masterpieces, which she describes 

as sanctuaries for the soul. She was recently invited to 

submit work to the Florence Biennale where she was 

previously honoured with the title of President’s Choice.

Danielle O’Connor Akiyama
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Events

Saturday 11th February, 11AM - 1PM, Newcastle Fenwick.

Saturday 11th February, 3.30 - 5.30PM, Harrogate.

Sunday 12th February, 11AM - 1PM, Chester.

Sunday 12th February, 3 - 5PM, Manchester.

This spring we are hugely proud that one of the most 

distinguished artists in our portfolio will be touring with 

Whitewall Galleries nationwide.

Danielle herself draws on her deep sense of spirituality, 

and this is what ignites her creative spark again and 

again. She has described her eloquent new collection 

as representing “the quest of delving deeply into one’s 

self to mine the purest part of our inner world.” For her, 

the act of painting is inextricably linked to both her own 

inner life and that of others. She goes on: “It is from this 

understanding that all other relationships stem. When we 

find this true connection, then we are able to love and be 

loved.”

When an artist is this connected with their work, the impact 

it makes on others is inevitable, and this is evidenced by 

the passion of Danielle’s countless collectors. We are 

privileged to welcome her into our galleries in February, 

and delighted that she will also reveal a beautiful new 

collector’s piece, limited to an edition of 75, which she has 

created exclusively for guests at this event.

Danielle O'Connor Akiyama:  
In Attendance.

Click here to view Danielle's full UK tour dates.

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/event/akiyama-jan17tour
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Coming This February

Todd may be known as the coolest artist on the planet, 

but his artwork is anything but! His show stopping 

limited editions make a sizzling statement which will 

turn heads wherever they go. His paintings captivate 

the viewer with a strong and intriguing narrative. 

They always invoke an intense response and demand 

repeated viewings. His subjects come from the everyday 

world, but his perspective is so unusual that he alters 

the way we perceive people and the roles we play 

around each other. He studies body language, using its 

nuances to capture the subtleties of human behaviour. 

“Each character depicts the subtleties of what one 

shows and what one hides. An asymmetrical face tells of 

an asymmetrical life, of how life wears and how we wear 

life - what we choose to carry in our hands and on our 

faces - how we wear ourselves, what smoke and color 

we stand in.” (American ‘Boulevard’ Magazine).

Todd White

Henderson Cisz is quite simply the quintessential artist 

of urban style. Like the cities he paints, his artworks 

represent a meeting place between the traditional and 

the contemporary, for while they are classic examples 

of a long established genre, their interpretation and 

execution places them firmly in the 21st century. Over 

the years he has formed an intense and affectionate 

artistic relationship with many of the world's most 

iconic cities, and his arresting interpretations breathe 

life into the elegant boulevards of Paris and the 

imposing skyscrapers of New York. Exhibiting his work 

all over the world, Henderson enjoys a large following 

of individual and corporate collectors and has received 

an impressive range of accolades and awards. These 

including the John Solomon Trophy and Artist of the 

Year. He has also been the subject of two bestselling art 

books. His new releases are always eagerly anticipated 

and rapturously received.

Henderson Cisz
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New Releases

Mark Spain is one of the UK’s most distinguished 

contemporary artists. His powerful and atmospheric 

figurative work makes him the natural successor to 

the painters who have inspired and influenced the 

progression of his style, including Degas, Mucha and 

Singer Sargent. Mark’s distinctive use of strong, dark 

colours combines with the poses he prefers – classic 

reclining figures, elegant dance postures or romantic 

idealisations of the female form - to give his work a 

drama and beauty that makes them stand out from his 

contemporaries. His reputation has been forged over 

many years as a major artistic force, first in the UK and 

then on the world stage. He says:  “With every painting I 

find myself completely absorbed in my work. I love the 

challenge and excitement of starting a new piece, trying 

to capture the grace, balance and beauty of the female 

form which has always inspired me.”

Mark Spain

April is an established British sculptor producing 

highly expressive works exploring movement and the 

natural world, and her sensitive yet unsentimental 

animal studies have won her considerable acclaim. Her 

enchanting new collection is inspired by her great love 

of animals, in this case of dogs, and each piece has been 

hand crafted to recreate the appearance of the original 

smoke firing to stunning effect. April has been selected 

for a number of commissions including a series of 

life-sized bronze figures for Morgan Stanley. Her work 

is held in private collections worldwide and has been 

shown in many mixed exhibitions at venues including the 

Royal Academy. Her sculptures were recently selected 

for display at the British Embassy in India.

April Shepherd
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Events

Sunday 5th March, 1 - 3PM, Leeds.

Classic concepts meet contemporary technique in 

Sam’s images. Working mainly from a combination of 

photographic reference and her own vivid imagination, 

she paints in a loose, dynamic and recognisable style 

which is perfectly suited to her engaging subject matter. 

She is touring this spring with a collection which 

represents an exciting new departure; but though the 

subject may have changed, the style is still fun, funky 

and enchanting.

Samantha Ellis: In Attendance

Saturday 11th March, 1 - 3PM, Liverpool.

Rebecca is one of the UK’s most highly sought-after and 

collectable artists, and her award-winning whimsical 

paintings have featured widely in the media. Her upbeat 

scenes portray the lively world of the traditional English 

fishing village from a contemporary standpoint, with an 

irresistible combination of quirky humour, charming 

narrative and technical panache.

Rebecca Lardner: In Attendance

Saturday 18th March, 1 - 3PM, York.

Philip Gray’s passion for art is equalled only by his 

passion for exploration and discovery. His 'extreme 

art', painted in unexpected and sometimes dangerous 

locations, has won him a unique reputation as an artist 

and adventurer; Everest Base Camp, 60 feet beneath 

the surface of shark infested waters, the rainforest of 

Borneo…his expeditions are legendary, and combined 

with his innovative artwork make him a fabulous guest.

Philip Gray: In Attendance
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Coming This March

John Waterhouse describes himself as a student of light. 

When he begins to compose a landscape, this is the first 

element that he explores and it is from the way the 

light falls and reflects that each image begins to grow. 

His work takes him on an emotional journey into his 

imagination and beyond, and he invites the viewer to join 

him and make his vision their own. Colour is becoming 

increasingly important in John’s work. He says: “My 

intention is to build the landscape then to infuse it with 

colour, to select a single shade and combine it with 

the sepia tones. I didn’t want to overcomplicate things, 

but to encourage the viewer to focus on the emotional 

and human elements of the work, as well as on the 

simplicity of one colour and the beauty that it can bring 

into our lives.” We await his new collection with great 

anticipation.

John Waterhouse

Since he was named Sky Arts Portrait Artist of the year in 

2014, Christian Hook has become one of the most sought 

after artists in Europe. Sir John Leighton, Director-

General of the National galleries of Scotland, included 

one of his portraits in his choice of 100 masterpieces 

alongside works from Rembrandt, Picasso and Matisse, 

from over 100,000 pieces in the collection. His celebrated 

sitters include Sir Ian McKellen, Alan Cumming and Sue 

Johnston. Christian is constantly exploring the time and 

space that lies in the interim places of life. He combines 

these investigations with the use of multiple viewpoints 

to depict a single subject and create something unique. 

Each individual work becomes a fascinating journey in 

which transparent paint has been carefully layered on 

the canvas; each layer represents a temporal shift that 

is hidden within the illusion of a definitive moment in 

time.

Christian Hook
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New Releases

Anna is Europe’s most acclaimed romantic realist. Her 

passionate and dynamic application of paint on the 

canvas and her signature use of expressive colour 

combine to create a uniquely recognisable style. 

Anna’s figures are rendered perfectly and naturally, 

and the use of extensive detail in the foreground is 

complemented by impressionistic backgrounds that 

serve more fully to define the subject and evoke the 

atmosphere. She allows her love of the exquisite free 

rein and draws together a whole range of influences 

and inspiration, from classical portraiture and classical 

music to contemporary fashion: the drape of luxuriant 

fabric and the construction of gowns over the graceful 

figures illuminates her appreciation of timeless haute 

couture design, and her beautiful models display an 

almost careless beauty and serene grace.

Anna Razumovskaya

Sculpture is now widely collected across the UK, and 

an increasing number of contemporary artists are 

now producing some exciting and innovative work in 

three dimensions. In the midst of this trend, certain 

individuals stand out from the field, and one such figure 

is the hugely talented British sculptor Jennine Parker. 

The stories behind Jennine’s arresting bronze figures 

are firmly rooted in her own life; for her, sculpture is 

not a new departure, but relates back to her childhood. 

It has given her the freedom to express her personal 

experience in the world of dancing and gymnastics. She 

is also inspired by her love of nature as she explains: “I 

see shapes in everything around me, from patterns in 

knotted wood to shapes that inanimate objects make. I 

take lots of photographs of weathered stones and walls 

which can inspire the textured finish to a piece of my 

work.”

Jennine Parker
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Coming Soon
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Events

With her classic figurative forms, Anna Razumovskaya 

magically captures the lyrical romanticism of renaissance 

portraiture, while creating art that is completely modern 

and original. Anna is inspired by the graceful elegance 

of the female form, at turns, classically alluring, demure 

and provocative. She allows her love of the exquisite free 

rein and draws together a whole range of influences and 

inspiration, from classical portraiture and classical music 

to contemporary fashion: the drape of luxuriant fabric 

and the construction of gowns over the graceful figures 

illuminates her appreciation of timeless haute couture 

design, and her beautiful models display an almost 

careless beauty and serene grace. With solo exhibitions 

in London, New York, Paris, Toronto, Amsterdam, Antwerp 

and Berlin and numerous works in private collections 

across the globe, she has become one of the most exciting 

and collectable artists on the contemporary scene.

Born in Russia, Anna travelled around Europe for some 

years until settling in Canada which she now feels to be 

her true home. We are thrilled that she will be flying in to 

join us in the spring and urge you to come and meet her, 

and of course to view her stunning original paintings and 

editions in person.

Coming This April:  
Anna Razumovskaya UK Tour 2017.

Click here to view Anna's full UK tour dates.

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/event/raza-spring17


Philip Gray

Philip Gray’s passion for art is equalled only by his passion for exploration and discovery. His 

award winning 'extreme art', painted in unexpected and sometimes dangerous locations, has 

won him a unique reputation as an artist and adventurer.

Danielle O’Connor Akiyama

Danielle has enjoyed major international success as an artist for over 30 years. A Canadian based 

in Toronto and on the west coast of Ireland, she has spent much of her life travelling, and has 

exhibited her vibrant and exquisite masterpieces to great acclaim all over the world.

Samantha Ellis

Classic concepts meet contemporary technique in Sam’s work. She is touring this spring with a 

collection which represents an exciting new departure; but though the subject may have changed, 

the style is still fun, funky and enchanting.

January - March 2017
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Rebecca Lardner

Rebecca is one of the UK’s most popular and successful artists. In 2010 she was named as the 

UK’s Artist of the Year and since then her whimsical harbour paintings and sculptures have been 

featured widely in the media and demand for her work has soared.

Working as an artist since 1989, Mackenzie has created one of the most recognisable and 

acclaimed oeuvres in contemporary art. His original paintings, published works and sculpture 

are held in private and corporate collections across the globe and his collectors include famous 

names from the worlds of sport, entertainment, politics and royalty.

Mackenzie Thorpe

Jeffrey Pratt
Distinguished British colourist and true Renaissance man, Jeffrey Pratt has exhibited his work  

in many prestigious galleries from the USA to Singapore and the West Indies, and his collectors 

include influential Jewellery designer Elizabeth Gage and celebrity chef Rick Stein.

Event Artists - North

19

Click here for more information on our artists.

https://www.whitewallgalleries.com/artists
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